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BEG NNI NG | ast year, Oct 4 to 10 was decl ared Wrl d Space Wek by the
United Nations. Oct 4 and 10 were chosen to mark the anni versary of two
great milestones of humanity's expansion i nto space.

Cct 4, 1957 is the date of the launch into outer space of the first
human-made Earth satellite, Sputnik I, thus opening the way for space
expl orati on.

Cct 10, 1967 is significant due to the fact that it is the date of the
entry into force of the Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of
States in the Expl orati on and Peaceful Uses of Quter Space, includingthe
nmoon and ot her cel estial bodies

The nodern world is influenced by the advancenent of technol ogy. Space
activities demand advanced techni cal innovations - they offer so nuch
benefit.

Space provi des unbounded opportunities for expandi ng mankind's
under st andi ng and utilisation of resources of the universe and for
improving the quality of life

Most of the contentious issues regardi ng the proper rel ati onship between
space and i nternational security have not been resol ved and remai n hi ghly
controversial until today.

For Mal aysia, it remains uncl ear how nuch our national space policy
shoul d adapt to reflect the newinternational security environment.

At the sane tinme, it is very clear that space policy i ssues are nore
i mportant and conpl ex than ever due to factors |ike the proliferation of
ballistic mssiles and blurring distinctionbetweenmlitary and civil
space system

Mal aysi a has no choice but to join the race to exploit space resources.

Qpportunities are aplenty in the area of research and devel opnent,
derivativeindustries, comercial applications and professi onal services
inrelated fields.

Al t hough Mal aysia's i nvol venent in the space race is still inits
i nfancy stage, aggressive efforts have propelled the country to acquire
the technology in a | eap-froggi ng manner

No doubt that this technol ogy can be a strong catal yst for econom c
devel opnent of Malaysia in the new nillennium

Mal aysi a' s i nvol vement in the space sector started with the
i npl ementation of the Blueprint for the Devel opment of the Ml aysi an
Aer ospace I ndustry in 1995.

Anmong the key recommendation is the establishnent of a national |evel
steering conmittee, in the formof a national aerospace council

This council will formul ate key deci si ons such as directions, priorities
and strategies for the aerospace i ndustry.

Anot her key reconmendation is the establishnent of the nationa
aerospace co-ordinating body to act as the reference point for various
aerospace activities.

This body will consolidate national initiative in the aerospace sector
and spearhead Mal aysi a's i nvol venent in the i ndustry.

In order for the Governnent to keep abreast of the national and
i nternational space activities and to set policy inthe national interest,
it is deemed necessary t hat another key reconmendation in the bl ueprint be
i npl ement ed as soon as possi bl e.

The recomendation in question is the establishnent of the Ml aysian



Agency for Space Admi nistration or Masa.

As stated by Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad during the
| aunchi ng of the blueprint on Dec 5, 1997, Masa woul d ensure the effi cient
managenent of our space venture, which includes the devel opment of a
nati onal satellite programe to devel op our industrial and technol ogy
capability in this area

Masa can provi de advi ce on space policy and facilitate comercial space
activities and interaction with other Governnents beyond t he rol e and
responsi bilities of individual organisationsinvolvedin space research

It will also serve to pronote Mal aysia's national security and
international stability by providing decision nmakers and the public with
i nformati on and analysis oncivil and mlitary space i ssues, policies and
progr ammes.

Mal aysi a' s space programme, through Masa, can vitalise and pronote
international co-operation in space as a neans of inproving gl obal co-
operation to solve problenms on earth.

The space can be used as a domai n of collaboration, rather than
conflict.

Many of the gl obal issues facing manki nd today can be dealt with
efficiently i f we can understand their scientific underpinnings.

Good di pl onacy is becomni ng nore dependent on good science, in this case,
space science. Information fromspace-based sources is central to the good
science in dealing with global issues.

Qzone depl etion, deforestation, fish conservation, coral reef
degradation, clinmate change and its consequences; these are but a few of
the areas where we rely heavily on scientific anal ysis of data fromspace
to facilitate decision making and build international consensus.

Space activities and i ssues are inherently international and Masa is in
t he best position to provide advice to governnment agenci es on foreign
policy matters.

Space activities are no | onger nonopol i sed by a handful of Governnents.
I n sone nations, conmercial spendi ng on space exceeds gover nnent spendi ng.
By the | ast count, at |east 50 countries have space progranmes of sorts.

In July last year, 100 countries sent delegates to the United Nations
Third Conference on the Peaceful Uses of Quter Space in Vienna - a clear
i ndication of the wide interest in using the space as a nmeans to inprove
lives on earth

Masa can play an inmportant role to pronote the interest of the Ml aysi an
space and aer ospace i ndustry. Maintaining | eadershi p in space has been the
nation's policy objective.

In today's arena, "space | eadership" and "aerospace i ndustry | eadershi p"
are synonynous. The aerospace sector's contribution to Mal aysi an export
ear ni ngs cannot be deni ed.

In order for Ml aysian conpanies to be at the cutting edge of space
technol ogy and for themto conpete on a | evel playing field, a good and
sound space agency i s needed.

The space frontier i s no doubt inmportant to the future econom c growh
and political power of any nation in the newnillennium

Earth orbiting satellites have al ready revol uti oni sed
t el ecomuni cati ons, weat her forecasting and mlitary reconnai ssance.

In the near future, the space may change beyond recognition in sectors
such as energy production, mcro-gravity industry, tourismand | ong-hau
freight transports

A good and sound national space policy can have a positive effect upon
t he openi ng of the new frontiers of space in a nunber of ways.

In this respect, Ml aysia can enjoy the benefits of econom c growth and
political power.



Mal aysia is facing a crisis of sorts in the aerospace sector.

In the gl obalised world of econony, foreign conpetition nakes it very
difficult for | ocal aerospace conpani es to conpete. Major infusions in
terns of sound policy are needed to inject newlife into the industry. The
research and technol ogy of this high-tech industry hol ds great prom se.

Masa wi Il certainly add newinpetus and life to Malaysia's very own
space programre.
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