16/ 02/ 2000
Mat sushita keen to introduce hi-tech digitalised home concept

Si m Bak Heng

MATSUSHI TA El ectric Industrial Co Ltd of Japan is keen to introduce its
H I (Horme Information Infrastructure) concept - a hi-tech and digitalised
living environnent - in Ml aysia once a full-fledged digital network and
servi ce has been established in the country.

Its president Datuk Yoichi Morishita said in the near future the hi-tech
domestic network woul d be an integral feature of hones in Ml aysia.

He said the Multimedi a Super Corridor being spearheaded by Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mbhanmad was a positive nove towards this
di rection.

"We create the HIl to pronpote the devel opnent, standardisation and
conmerci al i sation of an in-house network that will |ink social
infrastructure with the growi ng digital network.

"The United States will be the first country outside Japan to enjoy this
nodern |iving concept as it has an established network infrastructure and
service providers such as electricity, nmedical centre and broadcasting
stations.

"Once all these essentials are ready in Ml aysia, we will introduce
HI," he told Ml aysian journalists during a nmedia tour of the conmpany in
Japan recently.

The trip was jointly organi sed by Matsushita Electric Co (M Bhd and
Nati onal Panasonic (M Sdn Bhd.

Presently, Matsushita has a nodel HI | House at its Miultinmedia Centre in
Tokyo.

The conpany has been actively involved in the construction of the
information infrastructure, devel opment of network-conpati bl e home
appl i ances, systemnms and services for the H'I project.

It was reveal ed that each HIl systemw Il cost about six mllion yen
(RMR216, 000). The ampunt excl udes the cost of honme appliances and the
house.

Morishita said H1 would be the standard home of the year 2003. It will
of fer confort, security, convenience and environnmental ly-friendly Iiving
quarters.

Under this concept, the home information infrastructure nakes
entertai nment, business and learning all avail able at honme at the touch of
a button.

"The HI'l House is in harnmony with the com ng networked society and
provides a solution to the agei ng popul ati on and environnment protection,”
he sai d.
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