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MB quits on health grounds (HL)

Sar ban Si ngh; Annie Freeda Cruz

PUTRAJAYA, Thurs. - Datuk Seri Abu Hassan QOmar today officially announced
hi s decision to step down as Sel angor Menteri Besar, citing health reasons
and the need to devote nore tine to his famly.

Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad, who accepted the
resignation, saidit was to avoid all kinds of allegations and sl ander.

"I have discussed the matter with the State Umo and expl ai ned to t hem
the situation and all agreed that the resignation shoul d cone now for if
not there will be all kinds of allegations and sl ander," Dr Mahathir told
Bernanma and journalists fromtel evision stations after a two and a hal f
hour nmeeting with senior Information Departnment officers here.

Before that, the Prime M nister net a del egation from Sel angor Umo | ed
by its Deputy Liaison Committee Chief Tan Sri Muhanmmad Muhanmad Tai b.

O hers in the del egati on were Sel angor State Speaker Datuk Seri Onn
Isnail, state excos, heads of state Umo divisions and its Penuda and
VWani ta chiefs.

The Prinme M nister was respondi ng to questions as to whet her he woul d
per suade Abu Hassan to reconsi der his decision to step down as some groups
wanted himto remain at his post.

News about Abu Hassan's resignationintensified late into the night
yesterday triggered by a | arge gat heri ng of BN Assenbl ynen and supporters
at the Menteri Besar's official residence at Section 7 i n Shah Al am who
sought confirmation.

Several of the BN assenbl ynmen | ater confirmed the resignation.

Dr Mahat hir sai d Sel angor Umo woul d subnit nanes of candidates to
succeed Abu Hassan as Menteri Besar.

"Umo will submt the names to ne and | will select fromanong t hem or
fromsone other nanes who | think will be suitable.”

The Prine M nister said the decision to submt the |ist of nanes was
made by Sel angor Umo itself.

Earlier, the Prine Mnister's Ofice in a three-page statenent issued
thi s norning said Abu Hassan's resignati on took effect today. The
stat enent sai d Abu Hassan resi gned due to personal reasons.

"He (Abu Hassan) handed over his resignation letter to the Prinme
M ni ster yesterday.

"Hi s resignation takes effect today. H s successor will be named | ater,”
the statenent said.

Abu Hassan, 60, was sworn in as Menteri Besar on June 6, 1997 succeedi ng
Tan Sri Muhanmad Muhanmad Tai b.

Specul ati on about Abu Hassan resigni ng had been rife over the past few
days.

Abu Hassan said he would still retain his post as the Permatang State
Assenbl yman and Kual a Sel angor Umo di vi si on chi ef.

At a Press conference at the Sel angor Menteri Besar's official residence
in Bukit Megawati in Shah Al am Abu Hassan sai d he deci ded to resign due
to health reasons and to spend nore time with his famly.

Readi ng from a four-page prepared statenent, he said: "I will be 60
years old on Sept 15.

"I feel my job as Menteri Besar is taking a heavy toll on ne.

"I have to | ook after ny health and al so need to spend nore tinme with ny
wi fe, children, grandchildren and fam |y nenbers...therefore, | feel |
shoul d resi gn soonest. "



He said the fact that he underwent a heart bypass surgery in 1994 was
anot her factor as to why he needed to rest.

He added he had been active in politics for 22 years and had served
responsi bly in a nunber of positions in the Federal Governnent.

Prior to that, he was an officer in the adm nistrative and di pl omatic
service for 15 years

He said he had contributed a greater part of his life towards serving
t he Governnent, religion, race and nation.

"Thus, it'stine | withdrawnyself to give full attention towards ny
fam |y which has made a | ot of sacrifices for my success.”

Abu Hassan sai d he was stepping down after putting in place everything
to ensure Sel angor's continued devel oprent .

Anong these were the formnul ati on of the "Tonggak 10" as a gui deline for
t he devel opnent of the state in efforts towards achi evi ng devel oped st at us
by the year 2005.

"l have, anong others, been successful in ensuring that the agriculture
sector played an inportant role in contributing towards the state's
econom ¢ growt h, bringi ng about sustai ned devel opnent, increased
educati onal opportunities, better affordabl e housi ng and many nore
devel opment projects inline with the priorities of the Federa
Gover nnent . "

I n thanki ng God Al m ghty, Abu Hassan said the State Government had
achi eved an econonic grow h of 13.8 per cent inthe first quarter of the
year.

He recorded his highest appreciation to the Prine Mnister for placing
his trust in himfor the | ast 22 years when he had served as parlianentary
secretary, Federal Cabinet Mnister and Menteri Besar.

It could not yet be i Mmedi ately established as to why Abu Hassan
resi gned.

However, several Qpposition assenbl ymen had questioned his credibility
at the state assenbly sitting on Monday.

Meanwhi | e, Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnmad Badawi said
Abu Hassan hi nsel f chose to resign after his neeting with the Prine
M ni ster.

He sai d Abu Hassan went to see Dr Mahathir to express his desire to
| eave of fi ce and was not sumoned to Putrajaya by the Prine M nister

Abu Hassan had nmet the Prine M nister yesterday and handed his
resignation letter.

In a related devel opnent, Onn said: "We told the Prine Mnister that we
woul d support what ever deci si on he made whol eheartedl y."
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