08/ 06/ 2000

MCA chi ef goes back to office

KUALA LUVPUR, Wed. - Transport Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik, who
has wi thdrawn his decision to | eave the Cabinet, returned to work today
despite being on | eave until Monday.

"There is a |l ot of backl og work when you | eave the office for 10 days,"
he sai d.

Dr Ling declined to say nore to reporters who had converged outside his
house and at the Transport Mnistry as early as 8. 30am

He nerely snmiled and waved to reporters who had asked hi mabout his
announcenent yesterday that he would remain as Transport M nister.

He had told reporters that he would give themanple tine to ask
questions |later.

Dr Ling dropped a bonbshell My 22 during the party presidential counci
nmeeting when he infornmed party | eaders of his intention to resign as
Cabi net M ni ster.

The council, which continued to neet after Dr Ling left, imediately
passed an unani nous resolution rejecting his decision and appealed to him
to stay on.

Dr Mahathir, who was inforned of Dr Ling's intention a week earlier, was
quot ed as saying that he would ask the Labis MP to reconsider his
deci si on.

H s announcenent came a day after he returned fromAustrali a.
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