25/ 05/ 2000
MCA' s yen for nore seats behind Ling's retirenent?
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AT FIRST it was quite amusi ng when a newspaper editor described Datuk Seri
Dr Ling Liong Sik's resignation as very economnic in nature.

"If it is true that Dr Ling cane to the decision because some quarters
inthe MCA feel he was i nconpetent for not having secured nore executive
posts for the party, then Dr Ling is definitely dealing with true-Dblue
capitalists.

"Their argument is that the MCA deserves nore Cabi net posts because they
performed well in the | ast general el ections. What about when they did
badly in the past, or if they were to do badly in the future? Did they, or
will they, relinquish a post or two?"

This, the editor says, is very nuch |i ke when the yen appreci at es.

"Prices of products which are Japanese-rel ated go up but when the yen
depreci ates, the prices do not cone down."

Wth the expl anation, the anal ogy was not funny anynore as the reality
of political bargaining, especially within the Barisan Nasional (BN), cane
to the fore.

As much as the real reason for Dr Ling' s resignation is unclear, the
fact that the bargaining for nore seats is being cited as one reflects the
sensitivity of race-relations in the nation.

This is the reality when a political party designs its struggles al ong
racial lines and, at the sanme tinme, has to accept the reality of the
nation's political clinmte of needing to cooperate with other racially-
based parties to survive.

It is a fact that none of these political parties will be able to
survive on their own and rul e the country effectively. I n short, none can
exi st in isolation.

Back to the MCA front, the demand for nore executive posts in the
Governnent following its creditabl e performance in the |ast general
el ections.

Apart fromnore Cabi net posts, the party has al so demanded the right to
t he Penang chief mnistership follow ng the crossover of two Gerakan
assenbl ynen, making the MCAthe | eading party in the state.

These demands were debated but nothing came of it, not that the
political pundits expected Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad
to w It under such pressure.

However, such a situation is not unconmon in BN. Political bargaining,
conproni se and accomuodation are part and parcel of the whol e concept and
exi stence of the coalition.

In fact, if one were to trace the history of the coalition, the seeds
wer e sown when Umo and the MCA had their first fornmal alliance inthe
Kual a Lunpur Munici pal Council el ections in 1952,

This alliance has proven a potent force and has conti nuously won t he
nation's el ections without fail.

But fromthe very begi nning, the partnership between Umo and t he MCA
has been caught up with two considerations - to win elections and to
vi gorously chanpion the interest of the race they represent.

On this score, it is quite amazing howthe coalition has nanaged to
survi ve the ups and downs of racial politics since independence.

O course, one cannot ignore the 1969 racial riots which saw the whole
concept of racial relations tested to the hilt.

Luckily for the country, the riots turned out to be a blessing in



di sgui se as the political leaders in the country went on to forge BN as
the greater alliance and formul ate policies which they felt would reduce
raci al strains.

In 1987, racial tension rose to another feverish pitch and was stopped
by pre-emptive Internal Security Act arrests.

At that time, it was widely perceived that certain political parties had
joined Chinese civic and educational groups to put pressure on Umo over
the Chinese school s issue.

To the Mal ays then, the Chinese had deci ded to gang up to chall enge the
stat us quo.

The harder the push, the nore the Mal ays, especially those in Umo, felt
cornered and the ultra-Mal ays within the party emerged.

O course to equate the present situation with the 1987 circunstances is
far-fetched but to ignore the need for observing the elite acconmpdati on
process within the BN w || be fool hardy.

This is especially true as Umo got bruised in the | ast general
elections. Its nenbers will feel unconfortable with the newdemands. They
wi Il equate the MCA's noves as nenangguk di air keruh (taking advant age of
sonmeone in trouble).

As such, it would be truly sad if Dr Ling were resigning because of the
Penang chi ef m ni stershi p and Cabi net posts.

It woul d then nmean that those who had pressured hi mhad forgotten the
princi pl es behi nd the bondi ng of BN.

The coalition has worked because the citizenry, by and | arge, have
accepted it as the nost workable political solutionin the country.

The BN nust accept the fact that it has not been able to inspire
i deol ogi cal exuberance. It is accepted for its pragmati c approach which
includes the ability of the conmponent party | eaders to convince their
menbers that the deal they have worked out is the best under the
ci rcumst ances.

Breaki ng away fromthis tradition will not augur well for any quarters
in the BN

If the MCA's rank and file can accept the reality of the BN s concept of
power - sharing and all ow t he i ssue of Cabi net posts and Penang chi ef
m ni stership rest, it would hel p the coalition nove back onto the right
track.

The MCA and Gerakan nust not forget that after the 1995 general
el ecti ons, when Umo becane the | eading party i n Penang, efforts by sone
Penang Umo | eaders to get the chief mnistership were shot down by the
party's top | eadership.

I n Sabah now, with Umo having won nost of the seats in the |last state
el ections, efforts to put a stopto the rotation of the chief mnister's
post are in full sw ng.

Unl ess all the conmponent party | eaders in the Sabah BN agree to the
scrapping of the rotation, it is unlikely that Dr Mahathir, or any other
top Umo |leader, will agree to this.

After all, that was the reason BN won the state. Unl ess, of course, sone
quarters want to go into the details of how nany votes were secured by
Umo supporters as conpared with those by the other conponents.

Sim | ar exercises can al so be undertaken in the peninsula - on how nany
of the votes that the MCA gave an assurance on were delivered to Umo
candi dates and vi ce-versa.

It can be a good academ c exerci se but such one uprmanship will be
cyclical and by the next elections, the equation will have changed.

Thi s, BN advocat es shoul d take note of. Unless, of course, they truly
want to be like the true-blue capitalists who only believe i n maxi mum
profit frommniml investnent.
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