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LI D- MULTI MEDI A
MDC TOUCHES BASE W TH SOUTHERN AFRI CAN COUNTRI ES

LANGKAW , Nov 20 (Bernamm) -- Ml aysia's Miltinmedi a Devel oprent
Cor poration (MDC) is discussing with several southern African countries the
possibility of assisting themin the field of information technol ogy.

MDC Executive Chairman Tan Sri Dr O hman Yeop Abdul | ah sai d al t hough
these countries were poor, they could still make it inthe IT era if they
made a start.

Leaders of the southern African countries attending the Langkaw
I nternational Dialogue (LID 2000) here today visited an MDC exhi bition
showcasi ng Mal aysi a's achi evenents in IT.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad acconpani ed t he | eaders
on the visit.

"The whole idea is we (Ml aysia) have nade a start. \Wat they have seen
here is the progress we have nade in the |ast four-and-a-half years," said
Dr G hman Yeop. The LID was started five years ago to harness the smart
part nershi p concept.

The exhibition is also to enable these countries to see sonme of the
technol ogi es they can adopt and which Mal aysia can custoni se for them

"I had a discussion with Lesotho, for exanple, not just to sell but to
hel p themand raise their productivity," he said.

The exhi bition can al so encourage col |l aboration at the business | evel
so that the countries can work together to devel op technol ogy.

"By |ooking at all these, they think that we are so far ahead but
four-and- a-half years ago, we were nowhere," he said.

Dr G hman Yeop said MDC was touching base with the del egations of a
nunber of countries at the LID, like Al geria and Mdzanbi que which will
visit the Multimedi a Super Corridor (MSC) before goi ng home.

The MSC is a 15km by 50km area that includes the Technol ogy Park, the
KL I nternational Airport and Putrajaya, the federal governnent's
adm ni strative centre. -- BERNAMA
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