30/ 04/ 2000
Mel ayu Baru: Learned, courageous, of unflinching faith

Sar ban Si ngh

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad t oday
defined "Mel ayu Baru" (New Mal ay) as one who is | earned, courageous in
faci ng chal |l enges and whose faith in Islamis unflinching.

Mel ayu Baru are al so trustworthy, sincere, broadm nded, tol erant and
woul d not easily brand other Miuslins as being un-Islam c, he added.

"The Mel ayu Baru are not al coholics, ganblers, wonani sers, and do not
reject Islamand Malay custons |ike what is being attenpted to be
portrayed by those who wi sh to see the Ml ays backward and unabl e to dea
wi t h nodern-day chal | enges, " he sai d.

Dr Mahathir said this when opening a synposiumon "Ml ay ldentity in the
21st Century" organi sed by Universiti Pendidi kan Sultan Idris.

In this respect, he said, those pursuing courses at teacher training
col l eges nust be well-trained to ensure they are able to i nculcate the new
Mal ay culture into pupils.

He said this was inportant to help the Malay conmunity change and
progress and to conpete with other races w thout conprom sing their
identity and religion.

"Teachers have a big role to play to help create the Mel ayu Baru
culture. And to ensure they have the ability to incul cate noble values to
create the new Malay, Universiti Pendidi kan Sultan Idris and other teacher
training colleges have an inportant role to play," he said.

Dr Mahathir said these efforts would help noul d personalities who had
all the qualities to ensure their progress and that of their race,
religion and country.

"Previously, we |lost out when we rejected the | earning of English, as we
feared this woul d nake us enbrace Christianity. This rejection caused the
Mal ay conmunity to lag behind in the mastery of the various aspects of
know edge. "

Dr Mahat hir spoke at |ength about Za'aba, a scholar who, during his
lifetine, was a nodel of a Malay who had gl obal views and vision.

"His views were not just relevant during his time but also in dealing
with problens after that. Za' aba stressed the need to understand ot her
| anguages besi des our own.™"

He said the Sultan Idris Teacher Training College (the predecessor of
the university) had played a vital role in instilling awareness anong the
Mal ays of their potential

The col | ege had al so produced Mal ay | eaders who were instrunmental in
freeing the country fromthe clutches of colonialism

"This | egacy nmust be continued with the university hel ping to produce
| eaders of calibre and distinction who are equi pped wi th nodern know edge
wi t hout conpromising their religious beliefs and who can lead this
country."

Dr Mahathir, who | ater |launched the Za'aba Chair at the university, said
this was not only in recognition of the scholar's contributions but to
all ow future generations to remenber and grasp his phil osophy and
struggl es.

"The reforms in Za' aba's thoughts are not static.

"They are dynamic and it's up to future generations to ensure the
conti nued success of his struggles,"” he said.

He al so | aunched the G obal Encycl opaedi a and Za' aba Chair website
(www. mal aygl obal . com), a joint venture between the university, Mlaysian



Encycl opaedi a Research Centre and DEMC ANZAGAI N, a subsidiary of Darul
Ehsan Mul ti medi a Cor poration. He al so received donations fromfour
conmpanies to fund them
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