18/ 08/ 2000

Mer deka cel ebrati ons commence

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - The nonth-long 43rd Merdeka cel ebrati ons ki cked of f
today with colourful events |Iike parades, runs and gat herings in public
squares around t he country.

The cel ebrations, to run until Sept 16, al so included a canpaign to get
Mal aysians to fly the Jalur Gem | ang.

The mai n cel ebrations was | aunched in a lively cerenony by Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad at Dat aran Merdeka.

I n Kuching, Sarawak kicked off its celebration with a gathering of 5,000
peopl e at Padang Merdeka and a run | ed by Chief Mnister Tan Sri Abdul
Tai b Mahnud to parade the national flag through the city's nmain streets.

Tai b said many Mal aysi ans tend to take their good lives for granted and
forget how fortunate they are.

I n Kual a Terengganu, Menteri Besar Abdul Hadi Awang urged Ml aysians to
free thensel ves fromnegative thinking inherited frompast col oni alists.

According to him the nmnds of Mal aysi ans were still col onised despite
t he country havi ng achi eved i ndependence nore than four decades ago.

"Cul tures which are col oni al | egacies can be just as destructive unl ess
we are willing to reject them" he said.

More than 2,000 peopl e, including state executive councillors and seni or
government officers, attended the function at the Sultan | smail Nasiruddin
Shah Stadi um

I n Johor Baru, 2,000 people participated inthe 3.3kmLarian Bendera
whi ch was fl agged of f by Menteri Besar Datuk Abdul Ghani O hnman who al so
joined in the run.

The partici pants i ncl uded representati ves fromgover nment departnents
and agenci es, non-governmnmental organi sations, corporate bodies, students
and the public.

The run flagged of f from Dat aran Bandar aya.

I n Kota Kinabal u, the Untuk Mu Mal aysia run will be | aunched tonorrow by
State Youth, Culture and Sports Devel opnent M ni ster Dat uk Rubi n Bal ang
while in Tawau, the Motothon Jalur Genmilang will take off.

Seventy-seven vehicles will be used to distribute the national and state
flags.

For their part, main shopping centres in the state capital - the Wsna
Mer deka, Wawasan Pl aza and Kar armunsi ng Shoppi ng conpl ex - are being used
for the nmonth-1ong Merdeka Mont h Exhi bition.

I n Kota Baru, about 3,000 people attended the cel ebration at Stadi um
Sul tan Mohamad |V today.

Kel antan Menteri Besar Datuk N k Abdul Aziz Ni k Mat | aunched the event
whi ch i ncl uded traditional performances |like the dikir barat and an air
show.

Ni k Azi z sai d individuals should be patriotic and showtheir |ove for
the country.

"They shoul d take part in the celebration to showthat they are part of
the nation," he said.

In Penang, Chief Mnister Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon | aunched the
celebrations at the Espl anade by fl aggi ng off a group of flag-bearers who
will bring the flags to the various districts inthe State.
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