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THE new millenniumis especially significant as India celebrates its 50th
Anni versary of Republic Day on January 26 this year. The CGol den Jubil ee
mar ks half a century of evolution of India as a republic and the

cel ebration of our Constitution. India has becone the world' s | argest
denocracy, with people highly conscious of their political rights. Al

I ndians enjoy full rights, irrespective of caste, colour or creed. India
is aliving exanple of a pluralistic society, where all religious faiths
freely intermingle, while they practice their respective chosen paths.

The new mill enniun al so beckons us to achi eve what could not be attained
during the last 50 years. The Government of India is comitted to
liberalisation of its econony, but with the added objective that benefits
accrue to all people. Special attention is being paid to social
infrastructure which is ainmed at aneliorating the conditions of poor
people. Wiile the I ndian econony has made strides in every sector, the
benefit of econom c devel opnment are not visible at per capita |evel
because of increasing popul ati on. W have to adopt innovative approaches
to seriously tackle the growh in popul ati on.

India is conmitted to worl d peace and recogni ses that the whole world is
one comunity as epitomsed in the saying Vasudai va Kut nhakam (The whol e
world is one fanmily). This has been India' s credo nmuch before
A obal i sation becane a catchword. It has contributed nmeaningfully in
international fora and is prepared to play its role in the future. W
recogni se peace is inportant for devel opnent and have al ways extended our
hand of friendship to our neighbours.

I ndi a- Mal aysia relations are enbedded in history. India regards Ml aysia
as a valued partner in all spheres. The relationship is based on strong
political ties. It is a multi-faceted cooperation in all spheres -
econom ¢, conmercial, education, tourism science and technol ogy and
defence. The strength of the relationship lies in people-to-people
contacts as they share comopn val ues and aspirati ons. W appreciate our
Mal aysi an friends' whol ehearted support in generously contributing for the
victinms of the recent floods in Oissa.

I ndi a- Mal aysi a rel ati onship has stood the test of tinme, as both the
countries have stood by each other, both in good as well as difficult
times. India positively responded to Mal aysia's concerns on the need to
| ook at existing international financial architecture and dollarless
trade. Malaysia's exports to India picked up during 1997 to 1999, as India
emerged as an inportant inporter of palmoil. Indiais participating in
railway projects, linked to inport of palmoil. A new South-South
cooperation is energing bilaterally as well as nultilaterally, where both
the countries are | ooking at opportunities to jointly work in third
countri es.

India, onits part, is also energing as Malaysia's partner in Human
Resour ce Devel opnent and I nformation Technol ogy - areas identified for
cooperation by the Prine Mnister of Malaysia during his visit to Indiain
Decenber 1996, where he was conferred the presitigi ous Nehru Award on
I nt ernati onal Under st andi ng.

A new inpetus is being given to this relationship during the |ast few
years by giving practical shape to the Snart Partnership concept, as
envi sioned by Prine Mnister Dr Mahathir Mhanmad. This has becone possible
by recogni sing the strengths and needs of each other. Malaysia is getting



increasingly involved in infrastructure projects, such as roads, ports,
t el ecommuni cations, where it has acquired consi derabl e experti se.

Mal aysi a was accorded the status of Partner Country for the first tinme
in the | NFRANET '99 - an International Conference on Infrastructure
Projects held in New Del hi in Decenber 1999

The speci al suppl enent on “~Focus on India'" published by Ml aysi an
Busi ness in conjunction with the 50th Anniversary of India s Republic Day
captures certain facets of our bilateral rel ationship, based on mutua
respect and shared conmon val ues, and the desire to further strengthen the
same. The articles focus on areas such as Information Technol ogy (I T) and
infrastructure projects anong others. This is a commendabl e effort and in
its own little way would help in further pronoting cooperation between our
two nations and two peopl es.
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