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M C SUBM TS REPORT ON ESTATE WORKERS TO CABI NET

KUALA LUMPUR, March 8 (Bernamm) -- Wirks Mnister and M C President
Datuk Seri S.Sany Vellu today submitted to the Cabinet a detailed report
outlining the MC s proposals for inproving the |ot of rubber and oil palm
estate workers.

The proposal s included the inplenentation of a nonthly wage system

Sany Vel lu said although the wage i ssue was confined to rubber tappers,
the party felt that oil pal mharvesters should also be paid fixed nonthly
wages.

"There should be a benchmark for tappers and the harvesters, but not
necessarily the sane benchmark," he told reporters when unveiling the
report at his office here.

He said tappers were getting between RVMBOO and RML, 000 a nonth, while
the harvesters received between RVMBOO and RML, 400 dependi ng on the harvest.

"If the harvest is good they get nore and if it is not good because of
the weat her, they get paid less,"” he said.

Last Friday, the Malaysia Agricultural Producers Association (MAPA) had
agreed in principle to inplenent the nonthly wage system

Their decision came two days after Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad directed the Human Resource Mnistry to undertake a study
on the matter which led to the formation of a conmttee under the mnistry.

Sany Vellu said the conmttee should also take into account the
probl ens faced by oil pal mestate workers.

He said the report was a "very useful tool" for the conmttee which
woul d be headed by the Dean of the Faculty of Econom cs and Admi ni stration,
Uni versiti Mal aya.

The report entitled "Kajian Pekerja Ladang ke Al af Baru’
by the party's "Yayasan Strategi k Sosial".

Among its recommendation was that the plantation workers ought to be
i ncluded as key target group in the 8th Ml aysian Plan and the third
Qutline Perspective Pl an.

Under this plan, areas which should be identified and be given speci al
consi deration were:

* Electrification schenmes and pi ped water for all households in all
MAPA and non- MAPA pl ant ati ons.

* House ownership in all | ow cost housing schemes with priority
accorded and a certain percentage reserved for plantation workers.

* | mredi ate i nprovenent of infrastructure facilities and new school
bui | di ngs equi pped with the |atest state-of-the-art anenities.

Dr Mahathir had directed the Primary Industries Mnistry to conduct a
study on the effects to the econonmy of converting rubber estates into oil
pal m est ates, he said.

The Prime Mnister felt that there was still a high demand for rubber
and rubber products like furniture in the international nmarket, Sany Vellu
sai d.
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