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KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 26 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad says
that while micro-credit facility programes have rai sed the capacity of
rural women to achi eve econom ¢ enpowernent within their hones, villages
and comunities, there is increasing evidence fromthe Asia Pacific region
to show the overriding influence of gender ideology on the Iives of these
worren borrowers.

Nevert hel ess, the Prime Mnister said studies fromfour mcro-credit
programres i n Bangl adesh showed that on the average, 39 percent of wonen
clients had little or no control over the use of their |oans.

"There are cases whereby wonen apply for |oans on behal f of their
husbands and end up paying the debts," he said in his speech at the second
nmeeting of the regional steering conmttee on the advancenment of rural and
i sl and wormen - Asia Pacific region (RSC AP).

However, in Malaysia, he said the government has taken steps to ensure
t he renoval of gender obstacles.

"The success of Amanah I khtiar Ml aysia, with financial allocation of
RM2OO million as a lending facility, is an exanple of the governnent's
sensitivity to the role and needs of rural wonen.

The governnent's allocation of RMbO million to inplenment smart
partnership projects on womren wi th wonmen NGOs (non-governnent al
organi sati ons) was anot her case in point, he added.

"Further efforts nust be undertaken to ensure gender mainstrean ng, of
whi ch gender budgeting will be top priority,” the Prime Mnister said.

Since 1992, he said that the International Steering Conmittee as well
as the RSC- AP have put in special efforts calling for political conm tnent
of the national governnments, to target rural women in poverty eradication
pr ogr amres.

Fol | owi ng the awareness, there is an increase in the nunber of
mcro-credit institutions in the region.

According to the data on the followup of Mcro-credit sumrit in 1997
wor |l dwi de, 14 million of the world's poorest fanilies are being reached by
1,065 micro-credit institutions conpared to eight mllion in 1997.

Rural women, he said had gai ned an international reputation as a "good
credit risk”, with high repaynment rates and such reputati on had nade them a
priority for poverty-oriented credit programe.

As for the earlier exanple of the power of "gender" at work, he said a
solution woul d be to include husbands as co-participants, after undergoi ng
a conpul sory "gender sensitisation" progranme.

So that together, the wife-and-husband team could scale up the mcro
enterprise as fam|ly enterprises, with equitable share of tasks and
responsi bilities in decision-nmaking.

In his opening address, Dr Mahathir al so touched on the inportance of
i nformati on comuni cation technology (ICT) for rural wonen, whereby speci al
strategi es are needed to include rural wonmen and especially young rura
girls in conmputer literacy and skills training.

He said the Graneen Bank of Bangl adesh, as a well established and
| eading micro-credit institution, has once again | ed the way to enpower
rural poor wonen with the use of |CT.

The Graneen Bank, he added, has provi ded basi c comruni cation
infrastructure facilities such as the G aneen sol ar powered tel ephones and
G aneen | nternet.



In Mal aysia, two pilot projects on conputer literacy/lnternet use, have
been | aunched to educate rural women borrowers of the country's
mcro-credit institution, the Amanah | khtiar Ml aysia. -- BERNAMA
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