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M ght expects to finalise council nenbership tonmorrow. CEO

Lokman Mansor

THE Mal aysi an | ndustry-Governnent G oup for H gh Technol ogy (M ght)
expects to finalise nmenbership of the Mal aysi an Aerospace Council by
tonorrow, its chief executive officer, Dr Ahned Tasir Lope Pihie, says.

The council, to be placed under the Chief Secretary to the Governnment's
office, will play a pivotal rol e in coordinating aerospace devel opnent in
Mal aysi a.

It will conprise | eaders of both public and private sectors, and will be
chaired by Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad.

"M ght is preparing the appointnent |letters to nenbers of the counci
and the agenda for the first council neeting," he said in a special
briefing on Mght's activities to Dr Mahathir in Seri Kenbangan yest erday.

Ahmed Tasir said one of the itens to be discussed at the council's first
meeting will be the devel opment of human resources to neet the i ndustry's
needs.

"We are happy to report that the Malaysia Airlines-RVAF military
conver si on programe, recomended i n the Nati onal Aerospace Blueprint, is
uni que and probably the first of its kind in the world," he added.

Under the blueprint, the structure of the Mal aysi an aerospace i ndustry
will see consolidation of the efforts of key aerospace operators in
Mal aysi a, nanely the Royal Mal aysi an Arnmed Forces (RVAF), Ml aysia
Airlines and Mal aysi a Airports, and general avi ation conpani es.

Engi neering and manuf acturing activities with be anchored i n conpani es
such as MAS Aer ot echnol ogi es, SME Group of Conpani es, RMAF Engi neeri ng and
Phi l eo Avi ati on.

In addition, Mght has co-devel oped with the I nstitut Aeronautique et
Spatial a brand new MBA Aerospace Programe started in France in 1999 to
be transferred to Malaysia in 2003.

On Mght's International Qutreach progranme, Ahned Tasir said nissions
have been sent to Uzbeki stan, the US, Canada, Iran, the UK, China, France,
Tur key, Japan, Indonesia and Australi a.

"We have identified our technol ogy counterparts, network partners and
establ i shed col | aborati ve nechani sns. W have opened t he doors to busi ness
and research col | aborations. Qur future mssions will give enphasis to
Miusl i mmajority and non- Engli sh speaki ng countries," he added.

Ahned Tasir said among M ght's i nmedi ate tasks will be the presentation
of three nore blueprints or action plans, on the pharnmaceutical, road
haul age and herbal industries.

M ght has already submtted to the Governnent the action plans on the
t el ecomuni cati ons, aerospace and autonotive industries.

Alsointhe pipelineis the establishnent of a Mal aysi an Herbal Corp, a
busi ness-led entity, which will oversee the overall devel opment of the
i ndustry and i nvest in key conpetenci es al ong the val ue chain such as R &
D, product devel opnent, extraction, packagi ng, brandi ng and narketi ng.

"M ght believes that up to now, it has delivered the mandate given.

M ght is prepared to undertake bi gger responsibilities in spearheading
future devel opnent in high technol ogy," Ahned Tasir added.

He | at er acconpani ed Dr Mahathir to | aunch M ght's Advanced Conposite
Directory and Aerospace Directory. The directories provide vital
i nformation on the vari ous organi sations currently involved in the
industry in Malaysia, together with facilities avail abl e and current
capabilities.



( END)



	Might expects to finalise council membership tomorrow: CEO (NST 23/05/2000)

