25 JAN 2000
Naj i b- Al | owance
M NDEF SEEKS TO | NCREASE ALLOMNCES FOR SOLDI ERS

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 25 (Bernanma) -- The Ml aysian Arnmed Forces (ATM have
applied to the governnment for a revision of 37 allowances paid to mlitary
personnel in line with prevailing conditions, Defence Mnister Datuk Seri
Naj i b Tun Razak sai d today.

He said originally there were 44 allowances in all but seven of them
had been abol i shed and t he governnent was now consi dering the application
submtted for revision of the remaining all owances.

Naji b said sone of the allowances were introduced since the 60's and
were still applicable today and therefore were outdated and shoul d be
revi sed.

"The government woul d not ignore the problens faced by nenbers of the
armed forces. On the contrary, we will continue to see that their welfare
are | ooked after to boost their norale and turn the ATMinto a credible
force," he said.

Najib said this when asked to comment on his speech at the Hari Raya
gathering with mlitary non-conm ssioned officers (NCOs) at di Wsma
Bi ntara here.

He said there were many categories of allowances in the ATM such as
technical skill allowance, special duty allowance, travelling all owance and
the all owance for high risk assignment.

Asked when was the last revision for the all owances, Najib said they
were reviewed fromtine to tine, for exanple the housing all owance was
revi ewed about five years ago.

In his speech, the mnister said he would | ook into the welfare of
menbers of the armed forces including the i ssue on all owances and woul d
neet with Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad soon to di scuss the
matter.

Naj i b, who al so heard the views of the NCOs during the dial ogue
session, said it was difficult for himto give a commtnent on the
al | owances as they involved policies and financial inplication

He said the country's economic recovery nmade it possible for the ATMto
submt such views and requests for government consideration

Naji b said he woul d enphasi se on the ATM s devel opment whi ch woul d be
total, integrated and conprehensive to create a credi bl e and professiona
force and set up a defence system commensurate with the country's status as
a devel oped nation in the year 2020.

"I"mconvinced that the ATM as a disciplined force is always in support
of the government which received the people's trust,"” he said.

He said he had proposed to the Arnmed Forces Superanuati on Fund (LTAT)
for the establishnent of a fund to assist children of armed forces
personnel who had potential to further their studies at tertiary |evel.

Naji b was al so asked on the delay in the conpletion of the Ml aysian
Mlitary Acadeny (ATMA) canpus in Sungei Besi which was first constructed
in 1996 but was still not ready although it was schedul ed to be conpl eted
early |ast year.

"The contractor faced a slight problemin terns of financing. But I
understand the conpany has received additional |oan and the project can be
resuned, " he said.

On the Royal Mal aysian Navy (RVWN) Recruit Training Centre (Pularek) in
Tanj ung Pengel i h, Johor, which was badly danmaged, Najib said it was caused
by contractor failure and poor naintenance.



He said he was preparing a detailed report on the matter and it would
be submitted to the cabinet.
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