09/ 10/ 2000

M nister: No special programe to curb social ills of comunity

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Youth and Sports M ni ster Datuk H shamuddi n Tun
Hussei n today sai d his mnistry woul d not fornul ate any speci al programes
to overcone the social ills plaguing Indian youths.

I nst ead, he said, the Rakan Muda progranme, whi ch woul d be rel aunched on
Oct 14, should be used to incorporate whatever programe the M C has
pl anned.

"Gangsteri smshoul d not be seen as the I ndian cormunity's problem It is
a national problemwhich we have to tackle together. Isolatingit and
formul ati ng separat e programes does not prevent the problemfromcropping
up in other communities," said H shanmudi n, who is al so the Umo Youth
chi ef .

He said the Rakan Miuda, which would be officially relaunched by Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad i n January, woul d need as nany
vol unteers and activities as possible.

"I'ndi an youth | eaders can recruit youngsters to prevent themfrom
getting involved in unhealthy activities.

"By January | woul d know how many vol unteers | have and the activities
t hat have been lined up. Indian youths should take this opportunity to
actively participate init," he said after closing the M C Nati onal
Wor kshop for divisional Youth Leaders at the M C headquarters here.

He however said racially-based i ssues which arise fromworkshops woul d
be taken i nto account when fornul ati ng the Rakan Muda pr ogramres.

"The Rakan Muda programes nay not overcone all the probl ens faced by
t he youngsters but with the cooperation of all parties, including
volunteers, it would reduce social ills drastically.

"The Rakan Muda progranmmes woul d be formrul ated and carried out by the
youngst ers who understand t he needs of the country's youths better.

"I have received feedback fromyoungsters and | know what sort of
activities they expect," said H shamuddi n.

Earlier, in the closing speech, M Cyouth chi ef Datuk Nel son Renganat han
had asked H shamuddin to set up sports conplexes in all squatter areas

"Sports facilities should be nade easily avail abl e and af f ordabl e so
t hat yout hs have an avenue to spend their time constructively instead of
getting involved in unhealthy activities."

Hi shamuddin, in his reply later, said the Government did not have
special allocation for political parties to overcone social ills.
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