15/ 10/ 2000
Mnistry's order to close child-care centres, kindergartens rescinded

Ram an Sai d; Noor Adzman Baharuddi n; Zubai dah Abu Bakar

PENANG Sat. - Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi has
rescinded the order to close all 3,000 child-care centres and

ki ndergartens under the National Unity and Soci al Devel opment M nistry to
contain the Hand, Foot and Mout h di sease.

However, the order to close the 123 child-care centres and ki ndergartens
in Johor Baru renains.

Abdul | ah sai d the di sease was under control and the public should not be
undul y al ar med.

The order to close the child-care centres and ki ndergartens nationw de
was made by Datuk Dr Siti Zaharah Sul ai man on Friday. She had said this
was necessary as a precautionary neasure to prevent the spread of the
di sease

Abdul | ah sai d there was no need for panic as the di sease was "very nmuch
under control".

He was speaking to reporters after opening the State Umo conventi on at
Dewan Sri Pinang today. Abdullah was briefed on the HFM situation via
t el ephone by Health M ni ster Datuk Chua Jui Meng.

Asked to comment on Siti Zaharah's statenent, Abdul |l ah said: "
under st and why she did so. Maybe she was just overly cautious and it was a
pre-enptive nmove since there are many such centres under her mnistry."

He sai d her statement, however, had caused t he people to assune that the
di sease had spread to other parts of the country. "This is not so as the
disease is only restricted to Johor Baru. | will ask Siti Zaharah to
rescind her directive."

Abdul I ah said the Health M nistry was nonitoring the situation very
cl osely and had taken precauti onary measures to check the di sease from
spreadi ng. He said Chua would subnmit a report on the disease to the
Cabi net on Wednesday.

Three children have died fromthe HFM di sease

I n Kual a Lunpur, Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad advi sed
the public to adhere to directives i ssued by health authorities. He said
if the authorities asked that kindergartens be cl osed, parents shoul d keep
their children at hone.

"They nust not expose them(their children) unnecessarily," he said
after opening the Peopl e's Progressive Party's 47th annual general
assenbl y.

On the cl osure of kindergartens being i nconvenient for parents, Dr
Mahat hir was confi dent they would be abl e to address such a probl em

"Parents | ove their children. They don't want themto die sinply because
it is inconvenient to have themstaying at hone. |If both parents are
working, they will need to make alternative arrangenents."

On whet her the Governnent coul d advi se conpani es to be nore flexible
wi th enpl oyees who had to take | eave to | ook after their children, he said
the Governnent and the Press could do so

Asked whet her nore medical staff including specialists were needed to
boost the Health M nistry's handli ng of comuni cabl e di seases, Dr Mahat hir
sai d:

"W can be specialists in one disease but not all. This is happeni ng not
only in Ml aysia but in nmany other places, sone are worst off than us. W
may be | ess affected but we have to take neasures."

Meanwhi | e, an Educati on M ni stry spokesman said it woul d not be cl osing



its kindergartens.
"There are not many ki ndergartens under the mnistry."
(END)
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