04/ 03/ 2000

Mnistry to scrutinise Astro progranmmes

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - The Information Mnistry will scrutinise the contents
of foreign progranmes aired by Astro and take steps to curb themif they
are found to influence | ocal viewers with negative el enents.
Its Mnister Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob said today it had recei ved nunerous
conmpl aints that the contents of sone Astro programmes were contrary to
| ocal val ues.
"These conpl aints pointed out that sonme of the programes have a bad
i nfluence on our society," he told a Press conference.
Yesterday, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhanmad said the
Governnment woul d i nvestigate allegations by several |ocal comunity
| eaders, the literati and culturalists that forei gn novi es broadcast over
Astro had an influence over Mal aysi an vi ewers.
There have al so been reports quoting veteran actor and director Datuk
Jins Shamsuddi n as saying that such novies could influence the people's
m ndset and | eave | ong-termnegative effects on their thinking.
Joining the chorus was Federation of Peninsula Ml ay Students president
Dat uk Suhai m |brahi mwho said all television stations nust recognise
their social obligation. He said they should not nerely place inportance
on profits. He urged the Governnent to control the broadcasting of foreign
novi es over Astro.
Asked if there was no requirenment for Astro to air a certain percentage
of | ocal progranmes as inposed on tel evision stations, Khalil said:
"Astro is a satellite station. As such we do not inpose such rulings.
Now t hat there has been conplaints, we will have to look into it."
On a different issue, Khalil said it was no concern of a group of
American journalists who issued a protest on the Governnment's decision to
all ow the publication of Pas newsletter, Harakah, to twi ce a nonth.
"In the first place, it is a domestic issue which does not concern them
Secondly, | do not think they understand that Harakah is not a daily
newspaper but a political party bulletin instead,” he said.
Khal il said Harakah was |icensed by the Governnent as a newsletter only
to be distributed anong its party menbers.
"However, this has been flouted. Since it is a party newsletter, its
contents should be confined to party issues and not on matters unrel ated
to Pas.
"Last year, it carried reports on matters which did not concern them and
even spread lies like the issue of the purported poisoning of Datuk Seri
Anwar | brahi m
"Since it has flouted the rules of its licensing, the Governnent has no
choice but to act against it," Khalil said.
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