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Mri Gty Fan - a place worth taking snapshots

T.S. Chen

AVISITto Mri, the oil town of Sarawak, is considered inconplete w thout
a peek at the nulti-mllion ringgit Mri Cty Fan, with its mgjestic
fountains, multi-ethnicity gardens and beautiful | andscapes.

Built with the concept of a world-class park city in the mdst of tal
buil dings, the project's nane was derived fromits design | ayout.

It is shaped like a fan froma bird' s eye view

It is the brainchild of Sarawak Chief Mnister Tan Sri Abdul Tai b Mahnud
inline with Vision 2005 - a goal ained at naking Mri a resort city by
2005.

The project was inplenented and nai ntai ned by the Mri Muni ci pal
Counci | .

The consultants are United Consultants and Teo A. Khing Design
Consul tants Sdn Bhd.

Spanning 10.4 hectares, Mri Cty Fan stretches from Dewan Suarah Mri
to the Mri River and enconpasses the Mri public sw nmmng pool and Mri
st adi um

It is designed to create a civic-consci ousness by the inclusion of
several synbolic parks.

The ground- breaki ng cerenony for Phase One was done on Dec 13, 1993, by
the Chief Mnister.

Engi neering works cost RML.6 nillion while the civic pronenade cost
RM3.7 million. It was conpleted in August 1996.

The civic promenade boasts inpressive bas-reliefs reflecting the
traditional, local and cultural heritage as well as Mri's vision for the
future.

Phase Two started with the ground-breaking cerenony by Prine M nister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad on Aug 18, 1997.

Thi s phase consists of a Garden of Vision, which is a grand anphi theatre
designed to create the feeling of spiritual awareness of Vision 2005, and
four pavilions synbolising social progress and harnony.

The anphitheatre can al so doubl e as a stage for outdoor performances
with a worl d-cl ass nusical fountain as a backdrop.

The second phase is also the |argest of three phases and in it one can
also find the Islamc Garden, which is built next to the At-Tagwa Msque.

It showcases el enents such as a done, arches, Islamc notifs, forma
pai nting and water features which display Islamc synbols and traditions.

The Chinese Garden is situated opposite the Islam c Garden, across the
anphitheatre. It depicts the Chinese cultural heritage with a gateway,
gazebo and bridges over ponds.

Two nore gardens that are equally unique are the Formal Garden
consisting of a classical water fountain and the Botanical Ethnic Garden
whi ch incorporates synbolic el enments of various ethnic groups of Sarawak
i ncludi ng | ban, Bi dayuh and Orang U u.

The herb garden and the | ocal traditional scul ptures within provide a
feeling of harnmony within diversity.

The overall cost of the gardens is RML4.3 nillion while the water
features cost RML.4 million.

Local s and visitors alike can be seen strolling and taking photographs
here as the gardens are beautifully |l andscaped with greenery.

The final phase is expected to start early this year and to be conpleted
in 15 nont hs.



Phase Three is the Mri Cultural Resource Centre and costs RML3 million.

The new Mri library will be situated here and will be a centre for
devel opnent of various cultural aspects of Sarawak.

Shaped i ke a horse-shoe, the building is designed as a tranquil oasis
of cul tural awareness.

It will have both an auditoriumand a nuseum plus a courtyard for indoor
and out door exhibits.

The Mri Cultural Resource Centre will be the synbolic centre of
cul tural know edge in the heart of Mri Resort City come 2005.
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