23/ 07/ 2000
M xed farming the key (HL)

Sar ban Si ngh; 1zatun Hani m Shaari

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - The Government will introduce the nixed farmng
concept to boost food production and help i ncrease farmincones, Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad sai d today.

This was al so intended to ensure Ml aysi a produced enough for its needs.

"We hope the m xed farm ng concept, which we plan to introduce, wll
hel p farnmers maxi m se their incomes.

"However, the plans we have for the agricultural sector will only work
if farmers are willing to discard the old nethods in farnming," he said.
Such met hods woul d not help farnmers to reap hi gher yields.

El aborating on the concept, Dr Mahathir said the types of crops or
veget abl es to be grown woul d depend on the demand and clinmate. Livestock
farmng could al so be carried out on the sanme piece of |and
si mul t aneousl y.

Dr Mahathir said it was inportant for Malaysia to be self-sufficent in
food or it would otherwi se face the risk of being re-col oni sed.

"Rel yi ng on another country for food, which is our basic necessity, is
dangerous and can curtail our freedom" he said.

He said this in his speech when opening the Ml aysian Agricul tural,
Horticultural and AgroTouri sm Show 2000 at the National Stadiumin Bukit
Jalil.

Dr Mahathir said the Governnment woul d adopt the best established
practices in mxed farm ng fromdevel oped countri es.

Local universities would then be entrusted with providing training on
t he proper managenent of such farns.

Under the concept, he said, the need for man power woul d be greatly
reduced with the use of sophisticated machinery.

"The | andowner can al so deci de whet her he or she wants to till the |and
or remain a sharehol der," he said.

Citing an exanple, Dr Mahathir said under the concept small hol di ngs
woul d be amal gamated and turned i nto huge rubber estates or oil palm
pl ant ati ons.

He said the governnent agencies would also try out the "greenhouse"
agricultural nmethods to see if it was suitable.

"Livestock farming will have to be noderni sed. Today, Ml aysia produces
enough chi cken and chi cken eggs and sone of it is also exported,” he said,
adding that if Ml aysians did not eat nmuch chi cken previously, the bird
had now becone a staple.

He said if farners could supply nore duck, goose, turkey, ostrich and
deer nmeat or even nore fresh water fish, shrinp, or salt water fish, then
this would give Mal aysi ans nore choi ces and hel p the farners suppl enent
their incone.

"Even greens such as ul am and pucuk-pucuk are no | onger eaten because
they are so hard to conme by. W depend on those which grow naturally," he
sai d.

On another note, Dr Mahathir said certain quarters would make absurd
al | egati ons agai nst the Governnent whenever it tried to introduce new
programes for the benefit of the people.

"There will be allegations of the Government trying to rob farners of
their rights, victinmse themand so on," he said, adding that such
accusations would only hanper the vision for the agricultural sector.

"What is inportant to these parties is that the hatred for the



governnent will benefit their political cause,"” he said.

Citing an exanple, he said, when the Governnent spent hundreds of
mllions of ringgit to inprove the Muda Irrigation System (in Kedah) to
allow padi to be planted twi ce a year, the Opposition criticised the
Governnent, alleging that the farners were being forced to work throughout
t he year.

"Today we no | onger hear the Cpposition maki ng such accusations. In fact
those who had opposed the Miuda Irrigation project are today thensel ves
growi ng padi in the area,” he said.

Al so present was Agriculture Mnister Datuk Effendi Norwawi and MAHA
2000 chai rman Dat uk Annuar Maarof, who is also the Mnistry's secretary-
general .

Held in conjunction with the National Farmers Day, the nine-day show
wi |l feature indoor and outdoor exhibits fromvarious agricultural
sectors.

Organi sed by the Agriculture Mnistry, MAHA 2000 wi |l showcase new
research di scoveries, |atest technol ogi es and high-quality agricultural
products.

More than two nmillion visitors are expected at MAHA 2000.

This will be the second tine the showis held since its revival after a
| apse of 32 years.

MAHA 2000 is expected to draw in sales between RML billion and RW2
billion.
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