11/ 06/ 2000

Mohd | sa satisfied with victory

PORT DI CKSON, Sat. - State Barisan Nasional chief and Menteri Besar Tan
Sri Mohamad | sa Abdul Samad said he was satisfied with the ruling
coalition's victory despite the reduced mgjority in the Tel uk Kemang
parlianmentary by-el ection.

He said the decrease was due to several factors, particularly a drop in
voter turnout.

BN candi date S. Sot hi nat han of the MC won with a 5,972-vote majority,
pol i ng 24,500 votes agai nst Parti Keadilan Nasional's Ruslan Kasins
18, 528 vot es.

The Tel uk Kenmang parliamentary constituency enconpasses five State
constituencies - Chenbong, Pasir Panjang, Si Rusa, Linggi and Lukut.

St at e Assenbl yman Dat uk Dr Yeow Chai Thiam said he had sent a report on
BN s poor showing in Lukut to Mbohd Isa and M C president Datuk Seri S.
Sany Vel | u.

He admitted that the recent announcenent to allow pig farm ng at the
Integrated Pig Farm ng Area had irked farners who had not bought lots
t here.

"They were probably hoping the Governnment would all ow themto continue
pig farm ng the traditional way at Bukit Pel andok. By voting for the
Qpposition, they probably wanted to put the nessage across that they were
not satisfied with the Governnent,"” he said.

State M C chief Datuk T. Marinuthu said they had expected Sot hinathan to
win with a bigger najority. He said the M C woul d conduct a post-nortem

In Shah Al am Sel angor Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Abu Hassan Qmar said the
BN victory indicated that the people were still in favour of the ruling
party under the | eadership of Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mboharad.

Meanwhi | e, Qpposition party | eaders have descri bed the reduced BN
majority in the by-election as a sign of grow ng support for the
Qpposition coalition.

Pas president Datuk Fadzil Noor said it showed that support for the
Qpposi ti on was grow ng.

"Informati on received showed that a majority of the younger generation
had supported the Opposition in the by-election,” he said at a dinner with
Qpposition front | eaders in Petaling Jaya.

Keadi |l an president Datin Seri Dr Wan Azizah Wan Ismail said its
candi date had garnered nore support than the BN candi date fromthe police
and arned forces who voted by post.

She said the Opposition had al so received strong support fromthe
Chi nese voters when it obtained the majority of the votes in Lukut. The
Chi nese conmunity fornmed the majority of constituents in that area.

Keadi | an Youth chi ef Mohd Ezam Mohd Noor said as the Qpposition's by-
el ection director, he was pl eased with the outcone.

He said the Opposition front had conbined well to deny BN s target of
achi eving a bigger majority.

He claimed that the El ection Comm ssion had transferred the names of
1, 200 peopl e who had regi stered under the Tel uk Kenang parlianmentary
constituency.

"W will certainly take up the matter with the comr ssion," he said when
contacted at the Keadil an operations centre.

EC chai rman Datuk Orar Hashimsaid it woul d i nvestigate why the voter



turnout in the by-election dipped bel ow 70 per cent.

He said while voter turnout for by-elections was usually | ower than
during general elections, the 68.18 per cent outing was worrying.

On clains by sone voters that their nanmes were mssing fromthe

electoral roll, Omar said they shoul d have checked with the comi ssion
earlier.
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