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Mohd Khir is new MB (HL)
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KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Unheral ded Dr Mbhd Khir Toyo, a dentist by training
and a first-termassenblyman, is the new Menteri Besar of Sel angor.

He repl aces Datuk Seri Abu Hassan Orar who resigned | ast Thursday after
hol di ng the position for three years.

The appoi nt ment was announced about 6.30pmtoday by Prine M ni ster Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanmad in a statement read out to reporters by
Informati on M nister and Umo secretary-general Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob at
Angkasapuri .

The 35-year-ol d Sungai Panjang Assenbl yman, who was not even anopng t he
11 nanes submitted by the State Umo to the Prine M nister, has becone the
youngest person ever to assunme the stewardship of the Sel angor Government.

The announcenent al so ended days of intense specul ati on about Abu
Hassan' s successor since Sel angor had been wi thout a Menteri Besar for
ni ne days

Dr Mohd Khir's inmedi ate reacti on was one of shock but he pl edged to do
his best tolive up to the expectations of the Prime M nister in |eading
one of the nost devel oped States in the country.

Met at his house in Taman Ri a Jaya, Sekinchan, he said journalists were
the first to bring himthe good news.

"I wish to thank Dr Mahathir for nmy appoi ntment and al so t he Bari san
Nasi onal | eadership for having confidence in ne to hold such an i nportant
post ina State that is rapidly devel oping and full of challenges," he
sai d.

In the three paragraph statenment, Dr Mahathir said he had i nformed the
Yang di - Pertuan Agong Sul tan Sal ahuddi n Abdul Aziz Shah who is al so the
Sul tan of Sel angor and t he Regent of Sel angor Tengku | dris Shah, who had
bot h consented to the appoi nt ment.

The Prinme Mnister had met the King at |stana Negara about 5pmfor a
one- hour audi ence. In the statement, Dr Mahathir al so announced t he
appoi ntment of Umo vice-president Tan Sri Muhamrad Muhammad Tai b as the
new Sel angor Umo |iai son comrittee chairman and Dr Mohd Khir as his
deputy. Miuhanmad Tai b, 55, was the Sel angor Menteri Besar from August 1986
till his resignation in 1997

Dr Mohd Khir def eated Pas candi date Mohd Fadzin Taslimn with a 165
majority in the | ast general election. He was el ected to t he Umo Youth
executive conmttee in the May party el ections and | ater appointed
chairman of its Religious Affairs Bureau

Sone newspapers reported that Dr Mahat hir wanted a young man with "no
skeletons in his closet"” for the hot seat, given that two chief executives
of the State had to resign in the | ast three years.

Abu Hassan's resignation cane am d al | egations circul ated t hrough
poi son-pen letters that he had an affair with his sister-in-law, which he
deni ed.

Muhammad, hi s predecessor, quit after he was accused of failing to
decl are foreign currencies worth RM2. 7 il lion while |l eavingthe Brisbane
airport after holidaying in Australia in Decenber 1996.

Muhammad was charged i n an Australian court but was acquitted i n 1998.

I n Kual a Terengganu, Deputy Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad
Badawi toni ght congratul ated Dr Mohd Khir and rem nded t he new Ment eri
Besar that he had a strong responsibility to the people of Sel angor in
particul ar and the nation in general.



Judging fromthe statenents Dr Mohd Khir made when told of the
appoi nt nent, Abdull ah said the new Menteri Besar gave an assurance to the
people in the State that he woul d di scuss and consult his col | eagues on
how to continue to devel op Sel angor.

The Deputy Prime Mnister was speaking at a Press conference after the
Ter engganu Press C ub di nner.
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