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HAVE YOU noticed how Malay nen nornally perk up when they clock out at the
end of a gruelling day at the office every Thursday? For nost, the reason
for this fervour is purely hornonal. Its roots are nore religious. First,
an expl anati on of the significance of Thursday. The Mislim met hod of
tracking tinme differs fromRoman chrononetry in that gathering dusk
signifies the approach of a new day. Ml ays, therefore, call creeping dusk
on Thursday mal am Jurmaat (Friday evening). Its significance is entirely
religious. Traditionally, Malay Muslins performthe tahlil (special
prayers for the soul of the deceased) between the maghrib and isya prayers
during nmal am Junaat in their nei ghbourhood nosques. This is often foll owed
by a nodest kenduri, after which the congregational isya prayer is
perforned. After isya, the nobsque rather quickly enpties as the nen make a
beeline for home. There is another ritual of mal am Jumaat which these nen
(and presunmably their spouses) | ook forward to - the performance of their
conjugal duties. The deed during malam Junaat is worth nore in the eyes of
Islamas it is enjoined by the Prophet.

So, when party president Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad call ed on
contenders for the various posts in the May party el ections to stop
campai gni ng, you coul d hear a collective groan of incredulity from anong
some of the | ess "spouse-sensitive' nenfol k. The wonen quietly thanked Dr
Mahat hir for pulling the rug fromunder the carpet of their husbands, many
of whom woul d ot herwi se be gallivanting up and down the country ostensibly
seeki ng favours of the political kind.

Now t hat the nomi nations phase is over, the attention is focussed on the
mai n event - the actual triennial elections itself. Three have no worries.
Party president Dr Mahathir, his deputy Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahrmad Badawi
and Yout h chi ef Datuk H shammuddi n Hussein can ignore the frenzied
politicking and spend extra time polishing the content and delivery style
of their speeches before the assenbly.

In the race for the vice presidency, the two i ncunbents - Datuk Seri
Naji b Tun Razak and former Sel angor party chief Tan Sri Muhammad Muhanmed
Taib - will face seven others. They are: Johor Ummo chi ef Datuk Abdu
Ghani O hman, Sel angor chief Datuk Seri Abu Hassan Orar, Negri Senbil an
Umo chairman Tan Sri Mohd | sa Samad and Sabah Umo head Datuk Seri Gsu
Sukam Also in the fray are suprenme council menber Datuk Seri Syed Ham d
Al bar, Pagoh Umo division chairman Tan Sri Mihyi ddi n Yassin and Jel ebu
di vi sion advisor Datuk Rais Yatim It will be interesting to see how Johor
del egates vote with three equally strong candidates fromtheir hone state
to divvy up support between them

Based on nominations, Najib is sitting confortably with support from 150
divisions foll owed by Abdul Ghani (80) and Abu Hassan (58). Chservers are
not di sm ssing the chall enge of Muhanmad Tai b who has garnered 32
nom nati ons, placing himsixth on the |ist.

Nom nations need not translate into actual votes at the General Assenbly
and the candi dates know it. Many candi dates' hones are besi eged by “well -
wi shers' who know their support is coveted. For the candidates, the best
way to neet as nmany supporters as possible is to host tahlil sessions on
mal am Junmaat whi ch doesn't open themto censure for any breach of canpaign
etiquette.

A |l ot can happen between now and the General Assenbly. There's nothing
to prevent del egates fromtaking the noney but not delivering the vote,



whi ch is done by secret ballot. Repeated rem nders fromDr Mahat hir and
Abdul | ah for delegates to reject such practice may al so sway votes one way
or the other

You can safely say that it was not wholly the pronotion of nmatrinonial
harmony that pronpted Dr Mahathir to rem nd candi dates and their agents to
stop canpaigning. It's the insidious return of “noney politics' that is
gi ving cause for concern. Already, three cases are being scrutinised by
t he managenent and di sciplinary comm ttee headed by deputy president
Abdul | ah.

No anmount of presidential cajoling, however, can prevent a determ ned
candi date from canpai gni ng. Having crossed one hurdle, they can't be
expected to just sit at honme and | eave their political future in the |ap
of the Gods. Surely, having invested a lot in the prelimnary rounds, how
is one expected to see the battle through?

It is interesting to watch how candi dates are circunventing this “stay-
at - home' advice. The vice presidential or suprene council hopefuls nmay be
tucked up in bed in a state up north but hundreds of ml|es down south in
sl eepy Gonbak, sonething is astir. Just station yourself in any one of
t hose cosy Thai-food restaurants along the dimy-1it Jalan Gonbak | eadi ng
up to the Karak H ghway frequented by the average nmakci k and pakci k crowd.
I f you had popped in to any one of themlately, you would have noticed
flashy cars sporting out-of-town single-digit nunber plates being adnired
by the batik-clad car park valets. In sone discreet corner of the
restaurant, the car's even flashier owner can be seen regally hol ding
court. Picking at the untidy remmants of a sweet and sour kerapu, he
banters jovially with his dinner conpani ons. The conversation is decidedly
political in nature. The man picking up the RVMR50 dinner tab is drawn from
a teamof “runners' - assistants acting as agents for aspiring candi dates
who fan far and wide to press the flesh of as many del egates as possi bl e.
It is at non-descript locations |like these that prom ses are nade and
conm tments are extracted.

Conpare this with the elections of 1993, described as the pinnacle of
this culture of "noney politics'. Then, del egates were fed, feted and
flown to far-flung | ocations during canpai gning. Cone the party assenbly,
t he del egates needed only to show up with a suitcase and the bill for
their four-day, five-night stay in sone sal ubrious hotel not too far from
the PWIC wi || have been paid for, with some spendi ng noney thrown in

Supreme Council nmenber Tan Sri Hussein Ahnmad is so incensed with this
practice that he has candidly declared that it is an ~open secret' that
noney politics has reared its ugly head again. There's no point in anybody
denying it. The problemis it is quite inpossible to bring proof because
they accept it willingly,' he says.

The Prime Mnister's concern has been reflected in his reply to
gquestions fromreporters, after one Suprenme Council neeting (Mnday, Apri
17), who asked why he had pre-enpted this portion of his speech. "“There
are certain things which if we wait until the assenbly, it will be too
| ate. So, before that happens, we need to nmake sone indication.' At the
Umo Suprene Council neeting, he disclosed he would in his speech advise
all delegates to reject any candi date who used nmoney to buy votes.

Money politics notwi thstandi ng, one mgjor talking point for this General
Assenbly has to be Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah's di sappearance fromthe vice
presi dency contenders list. Umo nenbers have been agog over his initia
strong chal | enge whi ch soon petered out to a danp squi b, now | ooking Iike
a non-starter. This is due to his failure to secure the single nomnation
that woul d have made hi ma candi date for the vice-presidency. Many
consi der the Kel antan prince an undeci pherabl e eni gma. On one hand, he
professes to aspire to nothing nore than sinply to serve the party - in



what ever capacity. On the other, he gripes about the unfairness wth which
the Supreme Council party rejected his final nomnation tally. He pointed
out how the Supreme Council conprised players with an interest in the
outconme but with the power to referee the proceedings too.

This setback will clearly rile Razal eigh's supporters who see a seni or
seat in the party now as paving the way for sonething nore substantial in
three years' tinme. That is when Dr Mahathir is expected to make way for
hi s successor and the party would be |ooking to a candidate of Prine
M nisterial calibre. Wile his nost ardent supporters rue this “technica
knockout', they can take solace in that bruised and battered he may be,
Razal eigh is interested only in serving the party, never mnd the
position. Anyone thinking this particular match is over do so at their own
peril. QOm nous noi ses have al ready been made and we wait with bated breath
at the outcome of the next Gua Musang divisional neeting, of which he
heads, for the continuation of this political saga

Contrast Razaleigh's travails with the smooth path towards noni nation of
Sabah's sol e representative Osu. He has received 34 nom nations, with al
20 divi sions from Sabah backing himin the contest for the vice
presi dency. Many observers believe he mght just secure one of the three
positions as del egates (those whose votes are not dependent on any form of
nmonet ary consi derations) mght |ike to see some noul d- breaki ng nonents at
this General Assenbly.

By the tinme the Deputy President nmakes his opening address on May 11,
the tussle for | eadership of the Wanita w ng woul d have been settl ed.
| ncunbent Datuk Dr Siti Zaharah Sul ai man who has secured 73 nomi nations
faces a tough chall enge fromDatuk Seri Rafidah Aziz with 92 noni nati ons.
Raf i dah woul d have nore need to rely on others doing the "talking' on her
behal f as her punishing mnisterial duties have taken a toll on her voice
box. Just as the race enters its home stretch, she has | ost her voice
which only conplete rest can cure. Mire's the pity as we will miss her
pithy retorts and caustic coments which would |iven up what woul d
ot herwi se be a staid General Assenbly. During the jockeying for position
before the nom nati ons even started, several Vanita nenbers suggested
Raf i dah shoul d set her sights at the vice presidency for which she was
described as eminently qualified. This raised her heckles enough for her
to retort that she was very flattered to receive the prai ses heaped on her
... conpared to three years ago when | was considered not fit to | ead
Wani t a'

An unfortunate Wanita casualty is the incunbent deputy Wanita chi ef
Dat uk Napsi ah Omar who will not be able to defend her post. After all the
165 divisions conpleted their neetings, she had collected 24 nom nations -
just one short of the minimumto qualify for contest. The post will see a
straight fight between Suprene Council menbers Datuk Shahrizat Abdu
Jalil, who obtained 93 nom nati ons, and Perak Wanita head Ai non Khairiyah
Mohd Abbas, with 48. Napsiah nust be a great sport or gallant |oser as the
Kual a Pilah MP and Wanita division head shrugged her msfortune with "I

will now have nore tine for the division'
Absent too will be del egates fromthe Bandar Tun Razak divi si on which
has been suspended by the Supreme Council. They will not be able to

participate in the Youth and Wanita assenblies on May 10 and the party
General Assenbly on May 11. The nove canme about follow ng conplaints
| odged against its | eadership by nore than half of its 51 branches.
Di vi si on head Tanuni f Mkhtar has cried foul, saying none of his
division's comittee nmenbers have been asked to explain the charges nade
before the party's managenent and disciplinary comittee.

There's still a flicker of hope, though, as the division my appeal,
claimng it was unfair for the Supreme Council to make such a deci sion



based only on allegations. O herw se, they and those who ni ssed the boat
can seek solace that they'd be able to concentrate fully on far nore
pl easurabl e private pursuits this nmal am Junaat .
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