16/ 12/ 2000

" Enphasi se religious and noral education'

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad today sai d enphasi s
must be given to religious and noral education at school and university
| evel s as they ensure students are instilled with val ues.

He sai d al t hough religious and noral subjects had been i ntroduced in
school s and universities, they had not shown the desired results.

"W stress nore on acquiring know edge, not on noral val ues, or the
enphasi s has not been effective,” he said after presenting the M5 1SO 9001
qgqual ity assurance certificate to Faculty of Veterinary Medicine of
Uni versiti Putra Malaysia in Serdang.

"I't is of no use to have know edge without norals. Simlarly, it is also
of no use to have noral s without know edge," he said.

Wil e those with high norals but | acking i n knowl edge woul d not be abl e
to contribute nmuch, those with skills but using themto commit crinme were
al so undesirabl e.

The Prine M nister was asked to el aborate on his speech earlier where he
stressed on the i nportance of produci ng knowl edgeabl e and qual ity
graduat es, those who realised their responsibilities to society and
nation.

Dr Mahat hir praised the faculty for its achievenent in being awarded t he
certificate, which was the first for local university faculty.

"I amsure this will encourage other faculties in UPMand ot her
universities to strive for better perfornmance," he said, adding that this
augured wel | for the country as it marched t owar ds achi evi ng devel oped
nation status.

Dr Mahathir felt achi evements |ike this would enhance the standard and
quality of universities in Malaysia, which was inline with the
Governnent's policy of making the country a centre of educati onal
excel | ence.

"Now, we have many foreign students who cone here not only because of
the | ow cost but al so due to the high quality of education.”

He said there were no reasons for students to pursue their education in
the West as sinilar progranmres were avail abl e here.

Dr Mahat hir sai d suggestions had been conveyed at the Asemneeting for
nmor e Eur opean students to study in this part of the world, not only to
obt ai n degrees but to knowt he people and culture better.

For the country to progress, the Prine Mnister also said that it was
i mperative for Mal aysians to master all fields.

"If we were to concentrate on certain fields only, we have to depend on
outsiders to devel op the country. Thenit will be difficult to attain our
vision."
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