22/ 11/ 2000

More excitenent prom sed at next forumin Uganda

THE four-day Langkawi | nternational Dial ogue bade farewel | yesterday but
the smart partnership forumdid not end there as the partici pants pl edged
nore "excitement” at the next forumin Kanpal a, Uganda next year.

Heads of government, mnisters, senior government officials as well as
corporate, | abour and nedi a representatives will followthrough the
Langkawi forumfindings at the Southern Africa I nternational Di al ogue 2001
i n Kanmpal a.

The focal issue of SAID 2001 woul d be on attracting foreign direct
i nvestrments i n energi ng nations, Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Moharmad said at the | ast Press conference of the Langkawi di al ogue.

It would al so see an active participation of youths, he said.

"SAI D 2001 wi Il focus on one agenda, the problemto attract FDl into the
devel opi ng countries. Papers prepared by di fferent people onthe issue
will be presented in Kanpal a."

Dr Mahathir said: "We have achi eved consi derabl e progress in terns of
how to deal w th various problens and to progress further."

O her heads of governnent agreed.

"W learn a great deal fromeach other and al so realise there are
certain things we can actual ly resi st by sharing and conpari ng notes,"
sai d President of Bostwana Festus G Mgae.

"The experience will enable us to resolve to take certai n comon
positions in other international fora," he added.

"LIDis special because it all ows people to speak freely in a rel axed
at mosphere, unlike sone fora which have certain constraints,"” said South
Africa Vice-President Jacob G Zunmm.

Uganda Vi ce- Presi dent Dr Speciosa W Kazi bwe said for the first tine,

t he Langkawi forumhad i nvited youth novenents to collectively share their
t houghts and experience in future smart partnershi p gatherings.

"Things will be nore exciting in the next forumin Kanpala with the
younger people also coning to tell us where we should go further."

Nami bi a Presi dent Sam Nuj ome descri bed the LID as "historic".

Lesotho Prinme M ni ster Pakalitha Bethuel Misisili and Algeria' s M nister
of Participation and Co-ordination Reforms Hami d Tenmar paid tribute to
Mal aysi a.
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