02/ 06/ 2000

More karting circuits may be built

LANGKAW , Thurs. - Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad said
today that the Governnment would build nore karting circuits, especially if
the sporting event forned part of the Rakan Miuda programre.

"Interest in karting anong the people is increasing and we may build
more karting circuits, in every State,"” he said.

"W have one at the Sepang Forrmula One circuit and another in Kl ang."

Dr Mahathir said the Government had spent | arge suns of nobney on
stadi unms, badminton halls and other simlar facilities.

He said there was no problembuilding nore kart circuits if there was
i nterest anong the peopl e.

The Prime M nister was asked if there were enough karting circuits in
the country to neet the growi ng i nterest anong the peopl e.

He said all the world's |leading Fornmula-1 drivers started with kart
raci ng and Mal aysia could follow suit.

Dr Mahathir was speaking to reporters after receiving a challenge trophy
from Edaran Ot onobi |l Nasi onal chairman Tan Sri Mohd Sal eh Sul ong for the
Asean Kart Prix 2000 at the Mdrac circuit here this weekend.

The race is jointly organi sed by Mofaz Mtorsports, Langkawi Devel opnent
Aut hority and the Langkawi Mdtorsports C ub.

Al so present was Mofaz G oup of Conpani es president Mohd Fauzy Abdu
Hami d.

On whet her he thought karting involved only certain sections of society,
he said that was not so

"Anybody can take up the sport,"” he said, "In fact, we expect about
5,000 spectators to show up at the kart prix."

Asked if the Governnent woul d accord special status to Ai shah Nawaw ,
14, the seventh generation descendant of Mahsuri, Dr Mahathir said: "W
may consi der sonething ... maybe she wants to cone back to Langkawi and
becone a citizen ... we will consider it if there is a request."”

Dr Mahathir said it was a happy and interesting occasion that a link to
Langkawi ' s hi story was bei ng establ i shed.

"She (Aishah) is said to be the seventh generation descendant of Mhsuri
who had cursed Langkawi and said it would not prosper for seven
generations. Today, Langkawi has devel oped well ... maybe, the spell is
over.

"I don't know ... anyway, | don't believe in these things."

However, it would be nice if Malaysia could establish a link with
Mahsuri's descendants, he added.

( END)
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