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“More knowl edge wor kers needed

Ram an Sai d

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad said the Multinmedi a
Super Corridor had accelerated the growth of institutes to produce

know edge wor kers.

He said that nmore than 100, 000 such workers woul d be needed in the next
five years.

The Prime Mnister said that the nore than 600 public and private
uni versities and col |l eges woul d hel p neet this demand by producing the
requi red manpowers.

"By the year 2005, the supply will reach 109,000 with a strong
percentage in engi neering and i nformati on technol ogy," Dr Mahathir said at
the MSC I nformation Technol ogy and Tel ecomruni cati ons Awards N ght at the
Pal ace of the Gol den Horses in Seri Kenbangan.

He said that the MSC was expected to create nore than 35,000 jobs for
know edge workers in the next five years and attract at |east 50 worl d-
cl ass conpani es by 2003 to set up val ue-added activities.

Current progress, he said, indicated that the targets were achi evabl e.
To date, 306 conpani es have been awarded MSC status, including nore than
147 whol Iy Mal aysi an- owned conpani es.

Wiile reaffirm ng the Government's conmitnment in supporting the growth
of the MBC, Dr Mahathir said various neasures woul d be undertaken to spawn
| ocal conpanies into global players.

He al so said that Mal aysia was ai ning, through the uni que environnent
provided by the MSC, to pronote the devel opment of next-generation
mul ti medi a technol ogi es by forging coll aborative research and devel opnent
ef forts anmong | eadi ng- edge corporations, public research institutions and
uni versities.

"To be conpetitive, conpanies need to invest heavily in R& and
continuously inprove their products and services."

Local conpanies in the MSC won praises fromDr Mahat hir for having
responded to the Governnent's call to invest in information technol ogy and
mul ti medi a.

He said they had displayed creative capabilities and resourceful
i nnovation in devel opi ng products and services in a variety of categories,
rangi ng fromsoftware and content devel opment to 3-D ani mation

The success of these conpani es and individuals denonstrated the key
i mportance of creativity and innovation in driving economc growth in the
I nformati on Age.

Dr Mahathir said creativity was about seeing things froma different
angl e and breaki ng away fromold rules and nornms that binded people to the
traditional way of doing things.

"It allows us to be different and hel ps us find new answers and
solutions to problems, both old and new.

"Fromcreativity conmes innovation, and it is fromthis realisation that
t he Government has enbarked on the creation of the MSC, which is an
envi ronment designed to enable creativity and i nnovation to flourish," he
sai d.

He rem nded the participants on how inportant it was that el enents of
creativity and innovation fostered by heavy R& i nvestnents be further
supported by venture capital funds.

This was necessary to enabl e the comercialisation of products and
services of high quality and hi gh val ue-added.



"In this regard, Ml aysian conpani es and entrepreneurs should face up to
the chal l enge of thinking out of the box, so that traditional limts to
growt h can be overconed via nore creative and i nnovative thinking as well
as supportive fundi ng arrangenents,"” he said.

Dr Mahathir said that the country was noving in the right direction to
be contributors instead of nerely consumers of technol ogi es.

"Their achi evenents are testinony to the fact that on a | evel playing
field offered by the Informati on Technol ogy and mul ti medi a i ndustri es,
Mal aysi an conpani es and i ndividuals can pull away fromthe pack even
though we are relative latecomers in the field."

Dr Mahat hir expressed hope that the initiatives taken would eventual ly
lead to the creation of a new generation of hi-tech start-ups and the
establ i shment of many nore | ocal conpanies that would join the ranks of
wor | d- cl ass conpani es.
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