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More needs to be done to curb pol arisation

Dr Jacob Ceorge

ALL Mal aysi ans share the sentinents of Prime Mnister, Datuk Seri Dr

Mahat hir Mohamad' s tinely observati ons and anxi ety over the rise in racial
pol arisation in our institutions of education and hi gher educati on.

I f unchal | enged, this phenonmenon will certainly entrench itself and
drive a wedge between Mal aysia's nulti-racial population and threaten the
security of the nation.

Dr Mahathir's comrents coul d not have come at a better tine.

Qur Prine Mnister's concern is shared by nany.

The cornerstone of his vision to create a nodern Ml aysia by 2020 is
dependent on a need to foster a Bangsa Ml aysia which puts the nation
before race and religion.

In recent nonths, anti-CGovernnent and snear canpaigns filled with
unsubstantiated all egations with the ai mof creating hatred have conti nued
unchal | enged.

Even pre-school children have not been spared fromthe "hate canpai gn"
being carried out by certain quarters with a hidden political agenda.

It is also true that alnost daily there are various anti-Gover nnent
snmear canpai gns which, if left unaddressed, will create irreversible
probl ens in the Mal aysi an comunity.

Wil e these thoughts and al |l egati ons gai ned unprecedented exposure in
the various websites, little has been done to address, challenge and
conbat these Ilies.

As such, the Governnent's plans to establish "vision schools" nust be
lauded as it will foster greater rapport between the different races at
primary school |evel as they share the school canpus and conme together in
extra-curricul ar activities.

However, this is not enough, it is also inportant that those chosen to
teach in these schools nust al so be selected with great care and scrutiny.

If those selected to run these institutions are not conpetent and do not
share a conmon phil osophy to address and destroy any forns of racial
pol arisation and religious extremsm- this entire programe |ike other
simlar attenpts before themin the late 70s and 80s will be a failure.

It is therefore pertinent, therefore, that this task which has nationa
security inplications for the future be not left solely with the Mnistry
of Education but a specialised task force be selected to assist in the
pl anni ng, co-ordi nati on and managenent of this nati onw de programme under
the Prinme Mnister's Department.

It is accepted that there has been no formal study on racial
pol arisation in our institutions of education and hi gher education but one
renenbers that anecdotal evidence does suggest that the divide between
Mal ay students and non- Mal ay students has grown wi der.

Since racial polarisation will threaten the nulti-racial fabric and
politics of the Barisan Nasional Governnent which has led this nation
successfully since 1957, every effort nust be nmade to check this threat.
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