18 MAR 2000
Mohd Al i - Conpani es
MORE THAN 20 COVPANI ES BLACKLI STED FOR SUPPORTI NG OPPCSI TI ON

MELAKA, Mac 18 (Bernama) -- The state governnent has bl acklisted nore
than 20 contractors who were identified as havi ng supported and maki ng
all ocations to the opposition parties during the general election in
Novenber | ast year.

Chief Mnister Datuk Wra Mhd Ali Rustam said the state governnent had
also circulated the list to all its agencies and subsidiaries for action to
be taken

He said the list had al so been circul ated to federal government
agencies in the state to ensure that the conpanies involved would not be
awar ded projects tendered for.

"W want to prove that the ruling governnent now is the Barisan
Nasi onal (BN) and as the governnent which has been given the mandate by the
rakyat it is thus appropriate that priority is given to conpani es which
have supported the governnent," he said.

He said this to reporters after officiating the kayaki ng conpetition at
Sungai Punggor, Alai here today. Also present was State Assenbly Speaker
Dat uk Ami d Nordin.

He said it was tinme that such action was taken agai nst the conpanies
concerned just |ike what was bei ng done agai nst BN and Umo supporters by
t he PAS-1ed Terengganu government .

Meanwhi |l e, he said so far no representatives fromthe two banks which
were bl acklisted in the state had cone forward to appeal and clarify on the
position of the staff who were alleged to have supported the opposition
parties.

"It's appropriate that the banks' managenent disciplined their staff so
that they would be nore responsible and professional in their work, action
nmust be taken agai nst those involved to protect the image of the financial
institutions concerned,” he said.

He had said yesterday that staff of Bank Islam and the Bum putera
Conmmer ce Bank branches in the state were identified as having exposed
governnment transactions at the bank to the public.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad had said yesterday that
t he banks' nanagenent "to a certain extent” should be responsible for the
action of their staff in leaking their clients' transactions at the vanks
to the public.

Asked whet her the blacklisting of the two banks by state governnent was
appropriate in a country that practised denocracy, he said: "The state
government, as a client, has the right to choose whichever bank (to dea
with)...that's the denocratic process.”

Ten teans including fromthe Royal Ml aysian Navy from Lurmut in Perak
Penang, Sel angor, Johor, Kual a Lunmpur, Pahang, Perlis, Terengganu, Perak
and Mel aka took part in the conpetition
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