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Moscow | ooking forward to first Asean-Russia forum

Kamar ul Yunus

RUSSI ANS are | ooking forward to the First Asean-Russi a Business Forum
schedul ed to be held in Kuala Lunmpur in April, as a platformto pronote
its econom ¢ and hi gh-technol ogy products to countries of the Association
of Sout h- East Asian Nations (Asean).

Russi a- Asean Cooperation Fund chai rman, M Vi adimr N Soutov, said the
forumand presentation wi || provide an opportunity for Russi an conpani es
to present their econom c and hi gh-technol ogy products.

"The forumw || be useful for interaction and coll aboration between
Russi an busi nessnen and t he Governnent and their counterparts fromAsi a,
especially fromAsean," he told newsnen i n Kual a Lunpur yesterday, at a
briefing on the forumand presentati on of Russian products, to be held
fromApril 11 to 15.

The forumand presentati on are being held in conjunction with the
bi annual Second Asean Busi ness Sunmmit (SABS), schedul ed for April 11 and
12, which is organi sed by the Asean Chanber of Commerce and | ndustry
(ACd).

The SABS neeting was supposed to be held | ast year after its first
meeting in Jakarta in 1997, but was postponed to April this year due to
t he regi onal economc crisis.

Soutov said Russia's Deputy Prime Mnister will |ead the Russian
del egation to the forumand presentation.

He al so said the special five-day presentation of Russian projects in
t he sphere of econony and hi gh technology will be carried out based on the
agreement bet ween Russi a- Asean Cooperation Fund and Siri m Bhd.

At the press briefing, Russian comrercial counsellor M Anatoli A
Ramanov, who is based in Kuala Lunpur, said two-way trade between Ml aysi a
and Russi a has been increasing, especially after the early 1990s.

For instance, he said total trade between both countries, which amunted
to US$15 billion (US$1 = RVB. 80) in 1992, has nowincreased by 10 ti nes.

"The visit by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad to Russia in
August | ast year has opened a new chapter in the cooperation between both
countri es.

"The visit al so denonstrates Mal aysia' s interest in devel oping rel ati ons
with Russia, especially inthe aviation, aircraft and shi pbuil di ng
i ndustries,” he said.

Sout ov said the Russian economic and scientific society highly
appreciates the role of Dr Mahathir in the devel opment of science, high
t echnol ogy, educati on and econony.

"We consider it difficult to overestimate his (Dr Mahathir) contribution
in overcomng the economc crisis in Asia Pacific as a whole and in
Mal aysia in particular, as well as his role in establishing nulti-
directional, nutual |y beneficial international cooperation, particularly
wi th Russi a.

"As an exanpl e of this high esteemand interest in original ideas, based
on whi ch Mal aysi a successful |y devel oped and snmartly overcane t he probl ens
faced by Asia Pacific in finance and ot her spheres, the book of the Prine
M ni ster's speeches was published in Moscow, " he said, while hol ding up
the book to reporters at the briefing.

Meanwhi | e, ACCl president Tan Sri Tajudin Ranli said strategies
undert aken by Asean busi nesses i n coming out fromthe regional crisis wll
be anmong t he highlights of the discussion during SABS 2000.



The Prime Mnister will officiate the business sumit and deliver a
keynote address. This will be foll owed by a speci al di al ogue session
bet ween Dr Mahat hir and sumrmit del egates, Tajudin said.

He sai d I ndonesi an Presi dent Abdurrahman Wahid and US Secretary of
Commerce WlliamMDaley will also be invited to the sunmt. However, thus
far, there is still no confirmation of their participation.

"It is hoped that the business sunmit will provide a platformfor
busi nessnen t o di scuss strategies, current devel opnent and col | ecti ve
initiatives that Asean and Asia need to i nplenent in addressing the new
econom ¢, technol ogi cal, societal and geopolitical realities of the new
mllennium" he said.

He said the recent economc crisis had underscored the need for a
regi on-wi de forumfor Asian countries and their respective private sectors
to di scuss, formul ate and coordi nate effective approaches to conmon
probl ens.

Describing the summit as tinmely follow ng the econom ¢ crisis, Tajudin
hopes the sunmit will contribute towards the enhancenment of econonic
cooperation in the region.

He sai d prom nent Asean political and econonic | eaders, busi nessnen, and
acadeni ci ans wor | dwi de have been invited.

Anong ot her i ssues expected to be discussed at the summit include those
i nvol vi ng Asean Free Trade Area, Wrld Trade Organi sation and Asia Pacific
Econom ¢ Cooperati on.
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