05/ 04/ 2000

Move to attract nore foreign producers to filmin Ml aysia

PUTRAJAYA, Tues. - Mre Holl ywood and Bol | ywood stars will soon begin
filmng novies in Malaysia following a directive fromDatuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad that foreign filmproducers be given all assistance to
help themin their ventures.

This, the Prime Mnister said, included providing themhelp to film at
sceni ¢ | ocations such as Langkawi, the Petronas Twin Towers and KL
I nternational Airport.

Dr Mahat hir added that they should al so be accorded easier |Immgration
cl ear ance.

Culture, Arts and Tourism M ni ster Datuk Abdul Kadir Shei kh Fadzir said
this after a meeting with the Prine M nister today.

Abdul Kadir al so introduced six |Indian producers, who have i medi ate
plans to begin filmng in Malaysia, to Dr Mahathir.

"Dr Mahathir prom sed these producers that the Government will give
what ever assi stance required to them

"This is a good way to pronote Mal aysia and its various scenic
destinations," Abdul Kadir told reporters.

The si x producers are Rakesh Nat h (Dashaka Filns), Avtar Kukukohli (Ak
International Motion), Priti Sapru (Sai Sapru Creation), Catharin divia
Augusti ne (Shogun Filns), Vimal Kumar (Shiram Chitya Mtion Pictures) and
Deepak Bahry (Bahry Filns).

The Indian filmindustry is the biggest in the world, churning out nore
than 2,000 filnms annually.

Abdul Kadir said the producers were expected to begin filning here from
as early as June.

Bol | ywood superstars such as Shah Rukh Khan, Sanjay Dutt, Madhuri Dixit
and Juhi Chawla will also soon be regular travellers to Ml aysi a.

"W have al so spoken to filmproducers and directors from Tai wan, China,
Japan, the United Kingdom France and Hol | and of our beautiful country and
told themthat we will assist themin any way possible," he said.

"When | met themrecently, | told themto contact ne directly if they
encounter any problem™

Abdul Kadir said such activities would directly benefit the country
because the producers woul d be pronoting Ml aysi a.

Citing an example, he said at least 300 million people watched H nd
nmovi es wor |l wi de.

"This way, we will also save on cost to pronpte our country," he said.

Abdul Kadir added that the local filmindustry would al so benefit as
they woul d be able to | earn new techniques fromthe forei gn producers.

"If they filmhere, they will also be providing enployment to
Mal aysi ans, " he sai d.

( END)



	Move to attract more foreign producers to film in Malaysia (NST 05/04/2000)

