06/ 03/ 2000

Move to nom nate Razal eigh fails

SI MPANG RENGGAM Sun. - Attenpts by some Umo del egates at the Sunga
Benut division neeting today to noni nate Kel antan Umo chi ef Tengku
Razal ei gh Hanzah for the posts of party president and deputy president
failed due to | ack of support.

A del egate fromthe Permatang Pal as branch proposed that Tengku
Razal ei gh be nom nated for the highest position and Datuk Seri Abdul | ah
Ahrmad Badawi for the post of deputy pesident.

Anot her del egate fromthe Air Bal oi Branch proposed Datuk Seri Dr

Mahat hir Mohamad for the presidency and Tengku Razal ei gh for the deputy
pr esi dency.

Fol | owi ng a vote, done through a show of hands, six del egates want ed
Tengku Razal ei gh nonmi nated for the post of party presidentand seven for
t he nunber two position.

The del egates voted overwhel mingly to nominate Dr Mahathir for the

presi dency and Abdull ah for the deputy presidency.

There were 521 del egates from 120 branches in the division attending the
del egat es' conference.

Sungai Benut Umo division head Abdul Ham d Abdul Rahman told reporters
|ater that the division' s | eadership was adopting an open policy to enable
the del egates to exercise their denocratic rights.

Tengku Razal ei gh al so nissed the chance to be nomi nated for vice-
president after a branch | eader in the Tasi k Gelugor division in
Butterworth failed to push his nane for nomi nation today.

Kanpung Paya branch head Mohamad Badar uddi n | brahi m had proposed t hat
Tengku Razal ei gh and fornmer Selangor Menteri Besar Tan Sri Mihamad
Muhamad Tai b be nom nated for the post, instead of Datuk Abdul Ghan

O hman and Datuk Seri Abu Hassan Onar.

However, when put to a vote, his proposal received only 10 votes
conmpared to 235 for the original |ist proposed by the division s deputy
chi ef, Jasm n Mohaned.

Bot h Ghani and Abu Hassan were nom nated al ong wi th i ncunmbent Datuk Seri
Naji b Tun Razak for the vice-presidency.

Dr Mahat hir and Abdul | ah were nomi nated for the nunber one and number
two posts respectively.

I n Rantau Panj ang, Kel antan, Abdullah said the Menteris Besar of Perlis,
Kedah and Perak were free to propose to the party divisions in their
States to nom nate Tengku Razal ei gh for the vice-presidency.

"But it is the nmenbers in the respective divisions who will decide

whet her or not to accept the proposal," he told reporters after the
openi ng of the Rantau Panjang | mm gration Conpl ex by the Sultan of

Kel ant an.

He said Umo nenbers were wi se enough to decide with party interest in
m nd.

Abdul | ah was commenting on a statenment by Perlis Menteri Besar and State
Umo chai rman Dat uk Seri Shahi dan Kassimthat three State Ummo chairnmen
and Menteris Besar had agreed to propose to their State divisions to
noni nate Tengku Razal ei gh for the post of vice-president.
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