18/ 01/ 2000

Move to shake up agriculture industry

A NEWbody chaired by Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad wil |
start work in March to fornul ate policies and troubl eshoot problens in a
nove towards a shake-up in the agriculture industry.

Dat uk Dr Effendi Norwawi, who was nade Agriculture Mnister after the
general elections |ast Novenber, said the Consultative Council on
Agriculture' stoppriorityistoincrease private sector participationin
agr o- based i ndustries.

It will formrul ate policies, consider incentives and revi ew existing
systens and procedures to attract bi g companies to invest in agriculture.

It also plans to identify and resol ve probl ens faced by compani es
involved in agriculture, or factors that may be causing sonme of themto
stay away fromthe industry.

"The council will also nonitor the progress in the inplenmentation of the
National Agriculture Policy and inprove it along the way," Effendi said in
Kual a Lunpur yesterday after a signing cerenony between the Ml aysi an
Governnent and the I nternational Centre for Living Aquati c Resources

Managenent .

Dr Mahathir is expected to | aunch the council in March at the National
Agricul ture Forum

Ef fendi said under the council, there will be another coordinating

conmi ttee where nenbers will conprise state agriculture executive
counci |l ors.

The committee will be the coordi nator between t he state governnents and
the council.

In the next five years, the ninistry ainms to generate nore new
industries inthe agriculture sector with high val ue products from
agriculture commodi ties and natural resources.

It al so ains to nodernise agriculture for small hol ders and fishermen to
i nprove their productivity, income and quality of life.

"I'n the next few weeks, | will study agriculture's contributionto
econom ¢ developnent. | will goto all agencies, departnents and research
institutes to get as much i nformation as possible in this process of
revi ewi ng the sector.

"W want to ensure that conpanies see the agriculture sector as anot her
potential part of economic growth,"” he said, adding that he intends to
show t he private sector that investnment in agricultureis as profitable
and exciting as in other sectors.

Ef fendi said Mal aysia coul d not undertake nodernisation of the
agriculture sector unless the private sector was invol ved.

The Government will devel op | arge-scal e commercial agriculture
activities that will involve small hol ders.

"While we are targeting the big conpanies, we will not neglect the
smal | hol ders i n noderni sing the agricul ture sector."”

The ministry will also hold discussions with various states to get
f eedback on how t he Federal Governnent can col | aborate and carry out
projects which will benefit them

"The invol venent of the state governnments is crucial as we need |l and for
agriculture and land is a state matter," he added.
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