13/ 11/ 2000

MPs shoul d change their ways

THE behavi our di spl ayed by two nenbers i n the Dewan Rakyat | ast Wednesday
was not nerely unparlianmentary, it was sinply and manifestly childish.
Only children surrounded by gangs issue calls to fights, one by one.

They know, of course, the dares woul d not elicit response. Friends on
bot h si des woul d hol d them back and keep the antagoni sts apart.

But it is the height of irresponsibility when grown-up nen,
representatives elected to the august chanbers of Parlianment who woul d
surely have children of their own, stoop to such silly antics.

Worse, it i s unbecom ng of both protagonists to deny t hrowi ng down t he
gauntl et, that the other drewfirst bl ood when the Hansard has a bl ow by-
bl ow record.

W say both, the backbencher and the Opposition nenber, are
repr ehensi bl e. I ndeed many ot hers, on both benches, contributed to the
shaneful ruckus

Al'l shoul d have been thrown out and sl apped wi th suspensi ons by a nore
vigilant and responsi bl e noderator sitting in the Speaker's chair

That is the only way to curb altercations that interrupt decorous
parlianmentary proceedi ngs. The Dewan has wi t nessed t oo nany i rresponsi bl e
interrupti ons over the past three weeks.

The root cause of such misbehaviour is a patent |ack of understandi ng of
the role of a Menber of Parliament.

Many MPs on t he Gover nment bench assune their responsibility is to shout
down Opposition nenbers, sonme of whompresune their duty is to
persistently demand tinme to table partisan concerns and i ssues.

The order of the day is ignhored. G ven such attitudes, whither
meani ngf ul and decorous debat es? And sone dare to tal k about intellectua
debat es

The ongoi ng session is the Budget neeting. The 2001 Budget was tabl ed by
t he Finance M nister three Fridays ago.

But how nany MPs take the Governnent's i nconme and expenditure proposal s
seriously?

At t endance tabul ated by the New Straits Ti mes shows that since Cct 30
not nore than 80 MPs were present in the Dewan. And we have 193
representatives, elected by the people to be their ears, eyes and nout hs
in Parlianent.

True, a good nunber hol d executive office as Mnisters, Deputy Mnisters
and Parliamentary Secretari es.

Their duties prevent themfrombeing present all the time. But the
di spensati on does not extend to about 140 ot her MPs.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad has voi ced concern over
t he absenteei smon nore than one occasion

He has even hinted that Government backbenchers with a poor attendance
record m ght not be on the list of candi dates for the next genera
el ection. But that warning has not qui ckened the nalingerers to change
thei r ways.

Sone renmin content with attaining the prefix Yang Berhornat. They
wantonly ignore the attendant duties and responsibilities of an el ected
MP

We know and t hey know, too, that the truant student is punished and the
absent ee worker's take-hone pay i s docked. But the malingerers anbng MPs?
They continue to drawtheir allowance, regardl ess of their attendance in



Parl i anment.
As | aw makers of the | and, they present poor role nodels as did the MPs
i nvol ved in the acrinoni ous altercation in the Dewan on Nov 8, in front of
a group of students seated in the public gallery.
(END)
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