04 DEC 2000
MBC- TARGET
M5C HAS PROGRESSED AHEAD OF TARGET, SAYS PM

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 4 (Bernama) -- The Miltinedia Super Corridor (MC)
has progressed far ahead of the target set for it, said Prime Mnister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad t oday.

"W see a bright future for information technology in Ml aysia and we
are sure the MSC will be a success,"” he said in his speech when | aunchi ng
NTT MSC Sdn Bhd' s Arcnet services.

Forei gn conpanies will find the MSC as a useful centre to conduct
research and operate fromas well for testing their products, he added.

Arcnet, a trademark of NTT MSC, was | ocally devel oped in Cyberjaya and
offers a full range of internet access services and el ectroni c busi ness
solutions to multinational corporations, small and nmediumenterprises as
wel | as individuals.

Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia owed a | ot to NTT Conmuni cations Corp (the
parent conpany of NTT MSC) which is one of the strongest supporter of the
MSC pr oj ect .

NTT Conmmuni cations were anong the early birds that canme to the MsCto
start up their office and research and devel opnent centre in Cyberjaya

These gestures and actions of NIT have encouraged ot her world reknowned
conmpani es to cone to Mal aysi a.

Dr Mahathir al so said big conpani es which have the ability to do
research nmust conme up with solutions that can nake it easier for businesses
to facilitate the application of information technol ogy.

"Wt are seeing nore and nore of these, and in Ml aysia we have given
out licences for these kind of solution providers,"” he said.

The prime minister said NTT is among the first foreign conmpany to
receive this licence and the devel opment of Arcnet will hel p Ml aysi an
busi nesses to do nuch better than ever before.

He added that although Internet usage in Ml aysia was not big enough at
the nonent, the goals was quite high - doubling al nbst every year.

In 1996, Dr Mahathir said there were 90,000 Internet users in Ml aysia
but today this figure has grown to over one mllion users.

"I amquite sure with this rate of growh, any conpany providing the
required services would be able to reap a rich harvest,"” he added.

Speaking at a press conference later, Dr Mahathir said there were sone
spin offs emanating fromthe MSC as there were sone | ocal conpanies that
have contributed to the devel opnent of information technol ogy usage.

"They have al so devel oped systens that could be applied in Ml aysia, "
he added.

At present, there are nany incubators in the MSC which has succeeded in
inventing a variety of softwares and sol utions, including those which are
suitabl e for business applications. -- BERNAMA
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