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MSC pl aces KL among world's cities of the future

Har dev Kaur

"MALAYSI A has done in one year what it takes five years for other
countries to achieve,” Dr John Gage of Sun M crosystens and a menber of
the International Advisory Panel (IAP) summed up the progress of the
Mul ti medi a Supercorridor (MsSC)

"You are on the way. It's a long way but Silicon Valley, as it is known
today, took several decades to get where it is,"” according to Professor
WlliamMIler of Stanford University, US

Mal aysia is | eading the way in "vision, dedication and i npl enentation”,
according to an | AP nenber. But this may not have been the case as
according to Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad, Ml aysia woul d
have been very backward in ternms of new technol ogy and I T devel opnent
wi t hout the MSC

Even t hough Mal aysi a has made tremendous progress with the MsC and I T
applications, the success story remains |largely untol d and unappr eci at ed.

One has to conme here to see and believe what has been achieved in such a
short tinme. And this, despite the Asian financial crisis.

A Spani sh architect, Alfonso Vegara, who heads a Madrid-based firm
Fudaci on Metropoli, is scouting the world for a project called "Proyecto
Cities" (Project Cities). He was suitably inpressed with Kual a Lunpur,
Putraj aya, Cyberjaya, Technol ogy Park and the MSC to include Kual a Lunpur
in his list of 20 "Future Cities" of the world.

The criteria for selection of the cities include: visible conponents of
success; the cities seek to participate in the global world; denonstrate a
prof ound vocation for innovation and share a willingness to cooperate with
simlar cities around the world in order to reach greater |evels of
excel | ence.

During his short visit, Vegara was convinced that Kuala Lunpur had to be
one of the cities. There was no hesitation and no second thoughts.

But it alnmost did not nake it. Kuala Lunmpur, he admitted, would not have
been included in the "Future Cities" if not for a friend who insisted that
he cone and see for hinself before finalising his list of cities. His only
regret was that he "should have cone earlier"”.

"I'f we have this (in Spain) we would not want to go anywhere," he said
of the various facilities including the infrastructure, adding that while
many countries and their |eaders talk about wanting to do sonet hing,

Mal aysi a has actually inplemented the plans for all to see.

Al fonso's advice is that Mal aysia needs to shout about its achi evenents
much nore than it has done thus far. Admittedly, Ml aysia does not do a
very good public relations and marketing job.

The MSC has nmade consi derabl e progress but it is not sufficiently
publicised to the world. There certainly is a need to market the MSC nore
aggressively abroad. "Scream and shout if you have to. And there i s nuch
Mal aysi a has to shout about,"” Alison Mdses, an Anmerican visitor said.

The MSC is the only green field of its kind with special rules and
regul ati ons operating in the designated area with world cl ass
infrastructure and environnment. It offers both | ocal and foreign conmpanies
and entrepreneurs a gateway to the world.

And as pointed out by one of the | AP nenbers, there is no other
| eadership or governnent that is "as conmtted and driven" to ensure that
the MSC gets off the ground. No | eader of a nation will sit in a room and
seek advice fromthe experts on a regular basis. But it happens here.



Wil e the "top-down" planning and conmitnent is clearly evident with
assi stance fromthe best brains in IT worldwi de, there is still a |l ong
road for Malaysia to travel in its pursuit of new technol ogi es and to nake
amrk in the I T world.

To be able to do this on a sustained basis, Mlaysia nust attract the
best brains to power its econony and especially, the MSC, as well as to
meet the needs of the k-econony.

Mal aysia currently enploys close to two million foreign workers but they
are all in the lower-skilled categories. Ml aysia nust attract and entice
I T and know edge workers and as Tan Sri Dr Noordin Sopiee says, the
country needs to ensure that "we get the biggest bang for the buck”

Mal aysi a need not "reinvent the wheel". Ml aysians can earn fromthe
experts and accept the offer of assistance fromthe experts.

Wth Ml aysia noving into the next stage of econonic devel opment and
intothe IT era greater, enphasis nmust be placed on skilled workers,
training them retraining themand attracting the best brains from abroad.

Wthout the brains and the manpower, the MSC will just remain a well-
concei ved project. The education and i mm gration policies need to be
closely scrutinised to ensure that the country is not deprived of the
necessary "brains" and expertise to power its future growh and
devel oprent .

It does not nake sense to have two million unskilled foreign workers in
the country and to encourage nore in this category when the country is
pushi ng ahead and pronoting IT with the MSC.

Pol i ci es nmust be designed and i npl enented to ensure that well thought-
out plans do not fail due to poor execution and foll owthrough. The digital
and I T econony calls for new ways of doing things which includes forging
new al li ances to nove ahead. The MSC of fers an opportunity and provides a
test bed for such alliances. It nmust not be squandered. Its progress and
devel oprment nust not be hanpered by short-si ght edness, poor follow hrough
and i npl enentation of policies and projects.
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