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MSC progressi ng ahead of target

Kamar ul Yunus

THE Mul timedi a Super Corridor (MSC) has not only exceeded its origina
target but also created spin-offs as there are sone | ocal comnpanies that
have contributed to the devel opnent of information technology (IT) usage,
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad sai d

"The | ocal conpani es have al so devel oped systens and software that could
be applied by businessnen in Ml aysi a.

"Whet her we realise or not, there are many i ncubators and our local IT-
based conpani es have nanaged to cone out with new products and systens,
software and solutions," he told newsnen after |aunching N ppon, Tel egraph
and Tel ephone (NTT)'s Arcnet Internet service in Kuala Lumpur yesterday.

Dr Mahathir also said he is satisfied with the progress of the MsSC
proj ect, adding that there are now many renowned | T- based worl d conpani es
| ocating their operations in Cyberjaya.

On whether it is advisable for Malaysia to bring in foreign IT players
when the IT market is overcrowded, Dr Mahat hir begged to differ, saying
that the I T business is an expandi ng busi ness.

"There is no end to a newway in the |IT applications. W cannot really
say (overcrowded)... many people still cone up with new ideas or
solutions. W& cannot be | eft behind," he said.

Dr Mahathir said foreign conpanies will find the MSC a useful centre to
conduct research and operate fromas well for testing their products.

He al so acknowl edged that ©Mal aysia owes a lot to NTT Conmuni cati ons
Corp, the parent conmpany of NTT MSC, which is one of the strongest
supporters of the MSC project.

NTT Conmmuni cations was anpong the early birds that cane to the MSC to
start up their office and research and devel opnent centre in Cyberjaya

The conpany's nove has encouraged ot her world renowned conpani es to cone
to Mal aysi a.

Dr Mahathir al so said big conmpani es which have the ability to do
research nust come up with solutions that will make it easier for
busi nesses to facilitate the application of IT.

"W are seeing nore and nore of this, and in Ml aysia we have gi ven out
licences for this kind of solution providers,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said NIT is anpong the first foreign conpanies to receive the
I'icence and the devel opnent of Arcnet will hel p Mal aysi an busi nesses do
better than before.

He sai d although Internet usage in Malaysia is not big enough, the
figure is doubling al nost every year, adding that there were 90, 000
Internet users in Malaysia in 1996 but today, users have reached over one
mllion.

"I amquite sure with this rate of growth, any conpany providing the
required services would be able to reap a rich harvest," he said.

Meanwhi | e, NTT MSC expects to generate an annual turnover of about RMB
mllion fromnext year, especially with the launch of its Arcnet Internet
servi ce.

The conpany said it is targeting to increase its turnover to RVM20
mllion by 2003, of which 50 per cent will be generated fromthe Data
Centre and web-hosting that are directly related to e-businesses.

NTT Communi cations Corp's Masanobu Suzuki said the conpany is investing
an additional RVMBO million to build a three-storey Internet Data Centre
for its expansion into data housing and Internet-rel ated servi ces.



He said the new centre, occupying about 20,000 sq ft, is schedul ed for
conmpl etion by early next year and should be fully operational by the
second hal f of next year.

“I't will conmplenent NTT Communi cations' global data centre network. It
is ainmed at dot.com conpani es and new start-ups operating in the South-
East Asian region,"” he said at the | aunch. H's speech text was read by NIT
Conmruni cat i ons seni or executive vice-president M Katsuya Ckini.

Wth the inclusion of the Arcnet Internet service, the company has
invested nore than RMBO nmillion in Cyberjaya. It enploys sone 100
mul tinational enpl oyees who are involved in Internet Protocol -based
services in the research and devel opnent (R and D) section and comerci al
sector.

NTT MSC s R and D centre in Cyberjaya is NIT's second | argest overseas R
and D facility after its US-based counterpart.
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