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APEC- NETVWORK
M5l A TO PROPCSE VI RTUAL NETWORK OF SKI LLS DEVELOPMENT CENTRES AT APEC

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 10 (Bernama) -- In what is clearly its active
participation in the APEC process, Ml aysia will propose the devel opment of
a network of skills devel opnment centres for regional econonies at the
regional forum s upcom ng neeting in Brunei.

Announcing this here today, Mnister of International Trade and
I ndustry, Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz, said the virtual network would
facilitate the conti nuous exchange of information on successful skills
devel opnent nodel s across APEC

This woul d be done through shared | earning, resource and cost sharing,
exchange of programmes and adoption of best practices, she said during a
briefing on the Asia-Pacific Econonic Cooperation forumneeting to be held
in the oil-sultanate which begins today with the senior officials neeting
(sov .

After the SOM the mnisters would begin their two-day neeting which
woul d be foll owed by the APEC Leaders' Sunmit on Nov 15-16

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad is expected to | eave next
week to attend the Leaders' summit.

Raf i dah, who | eaves for the mnisterial neeting on Sunday, said the
Penang Skills Devel opnent Centre (PSDC) has offered to serve as the
coordi nator of the virtual network.

It would benefit APEC econonies by reducing tinme and resources needed
to devel op industry or locality specific progranmes to neet rapi d changes
in training needs as well as enabl e sourcing of input and resources from
bot h devel oped and devel opi ng nenbers of the region, she said.

Anot her major unilateral effort undertaken to enhance regi onal
cooperation is its significant strides in dismantling tariffs under
I ndi vi dual Action Plans (1 APs) for 2000 whereby it has either reduced or
abol i shed 541 tariff |lines.

These conprises food, paper, footwear, woven fabrics and I nformation
Technol ogy Agreenent (I TA).

Besides this, the sinple average applied tariff has been reduced to
9. 18 percent this year from?9.45 percent |ast year while the weighted
average tariff has been reduced to 2.99 percent from 3.33 percent.

The mnister also said that there were al so ongoing efforts by Ml aysi a
to align standards on electrical and el ectronics equi prent, food | abeling,
rubber products and machinery with international standards.

Mal aysi a has al so participated in the arrangenment for the exchange of
information on standards for toys safety and el ectrical and el ectronics
equi pnent.

Raf i dah said that Ml aysia has al so shown progress through its
exenption of inport duties for raw materials and conmponents for
manuf act uri ng conpani es and conponents used for recycling and water
treat ment.

Rafi dah said that Ml aysia has also participated in the APEC Busi ness
Travel Card Schenme (ABTC), together with Australia, Chile, Hong Kong, South
Korea, New Zeal and and the Phili ppi nes.

ABTC, which has been in existence for a few years now, is a schene to
pre-approve nultiple entry visas which would sinplify travel for
busi nessnen to participating economni es.

She said | ocal businessnmen are encouraged to apply to the Mal aysi an
| mmi grati on Departnent for the ABTC



At the same tine, she said Mal aysia would contribute to the success of
APEC s new website, Bi zAPEC. com which provides a central link to various
APEC i nf ormati on dat abases which are useful to business.

Busi nessnmen are encouraged to surf the website to obtain information on
tariff data base, custons procedures, business opportunities, industry
i nformation, and regi onal export markets of APEC nmenber econom es.

Mal aysi a woul d al so contribute towards inproving a business-friendly
envi ronment through APEC s work on trade facilitation.

Among APEC s trade facilitation collective actions are to align
domestic standards with international standards in four priority sectors --
food, electrical, machi nery and rubber products, by 2005, as well as align
all electricity and el ectro nmagnetic capability standards by 2008.

O hers include the adoption of Mitual Recognition Arrangenents (MRAs)
on conformity testing to elimnate the need for separate testing for
conpliance with product standards in each inporting econony.

APEC al so seeks to i npl enent the World Trade Organi sation (WO Custons
Val uati on Code by end-2000 to ensure consistent and transparent val uation
of traded goods.

The forum has al so devel oped an APEC bl ueprint for Custons
Moder ni sation that maps out APEC strategic direction in the areas of
customs as well as a APEC tariff database, directory of professiona
servi ces, investnent gui debook etc, so to enhance access to narket
i nf ormati on.

Rafi dah said that the ninisterial neeting would foll ow up on
instructions given to officials last year to further advance work on trade
and investnent l|iberalisation and facilitation and econom c and technica
cooperati on (ECOTECH) .

They include inproving | APs to be nore business friendly as well as
i mproving Col |l ective Action Plans (CAPs) which include exploring neans to
reduce non-tariff measures, custonms procedures, and facilitation of
nmovement of busi nessnen.

The APEC neeting woul d al so dwel ve into i ssues on how econom es coul d
reap greater benefits fromthe devel opnent of Informati on and Conmuni cati on
Devel opnent (I CT), and efforts on human resource devel opnent and capacity
building to address the "digital divide."

There woul d al so be an exchange of views on APEC s contribution to the
mul tilateral trading systemand the proliferation of regional trading
arrangenents (RTAs) and di scussions on the inpact of higher crude oi
prices on APEC economi es. -- BERNAMA
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