02/ 05/ 2000
MIUC eyes mi ni num wage of RM600- RML, 200

Hami sah Hami d

THE Mal aysi an Trades Uni on Congress (MIUC) will continue to push for the
i npl enent ati on of a m ni numwage al t hough t he quantummay be | ess t han
RML, 200 a mont h.

MTUC presi dent Senator Zainal Ranpak said the union has set up a speci al
committee to determine an appropriate anount of m ni rumnonthly income in
t he range of RM600 and RML, 200.

He said the commttee, after getting feedback fromall workers, wll
recommend the anount to the MIUC General Council before a nmenorandumis
subnmitted to Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mbhanad.

"We want the Governnent to i nplement the mni numwage as a | egi sl ation
and not a policy," he told a news conference after a Wirkers Day rally in
Petal i ng Jaya yest erday.

The MITUC | eaders recei ved the nmandate to go ahead with the Nati onal
M ni mum Wage Canpai gn fromsome 4,000 workers and their fam|lies who
attended the rally.

Dr Mahathir, in his Wrkers Day Message, had said that a m ni num of
RML, 200 a nmonth i s beyond the affordability of the Governnment and t he
private sector. He said the econony woul d be af f ect ed and subsequently
cause hardship to the workers if the Governnent accepted the MIUC s
proposal .

Zai nal urged the Governnent to agree on a reasonabl e | evel of ninimm
income if many parties feel that RML, 200 a nonth is not practical.

"I's RVB50 or RMA00 a nonth (which | owincome workers are earni ng now)
practical ?* he asked, adding that m ni numwage is not a privilege but a
wor ker's right.

Asked about the Prime Mnister's concerns on the inplications of m ninum
wage when workers fromall |evels woul d demand t he sanme quant um of pay
rise, MITUC secretary general G Rajasekaran, who was al so at the news
conf erence, said:

"When we tal k about the m ni vumwage, we certainly nean for all workers.
Workers fromall categories and levels will get the sane increase.”

Zainal said the MTUC | eaders will go on a nati onwi de roadshow to get
support fromthe workers on a m ni umwage and gauge their views on the
sui t abl e quantum

"After today's |l aunch of we will go to Johor Baru, Penang, Perak, Sabah,
Sarawak and ot her states,” he said.

Zainal said the MIUC affiliates have been told to come out with
nmenor andunms on priority issues, including mnimumwage, the National
Ret renchnent Schene, recognition of trade unions and the setting up of
chil dcare centres at conpany prenises, to be subnmitted to the Prine
M ni ster.

If all the efforts to get the Governnent inplenent m ni num wage
| egislation fail, he said, the MTUCw || go on a nati onw de picket. This
was agreed to at a two-day synposi umon m ni rumwage held | ast nonth, he
added.

Zainal toldtherally earlier that the fixing of a reasonabl e m ni num
wage for workers will help prevent their children frombeing involved in
undesi rabl e activities.

"This is because | owpaid workers can afford to spend nore tine at hone
with their children rather than spend hours working to nake ends neet," he
sai d.



During the rally, Zainal | aunched the Wnen 2000 Canpai gn whi ch, anong
others, seeks three-nonth maternity | eave, paid maternity | eave wi thout a
limt on the nunber of children, enpl oyers bearing full cost of maternity
treatnent and the setting up of childcare centres at the workpl ace.

( END)



	MTUC eyes minimum wage of RM600-RM1,200 (NST 02/05/2000)

