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Mich to be |l earnt fromsuccess of Tabung Haji

Ahmad A Talib

FORGET Isna (Islam c Society of North Anerica). Just visit the Pal ace of
t he Gol den Horses in Sri Kenbangan and you' |l see why. |If |Isna had

wi thdrawn its earlier invitation to Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad to
deliver his perspective on Islamin Chicago earlier this nonth, Saudi
Arabia did quite the opposite.

The Prinme M nister was sharing his views on Islamw th peopl e who matter
- haj organisers fromnore than 50 Islamc countries.

Perfornming the haj (for those who can afford it, and "afford" hereis
defined inits widest sense) is one of the five tenets of Islam and
Mal aysia, it appears, is seen as the world's nost capabl e manager in this
ar ea.

The Saudi Governnent, acknow edgi ng Mal aysi a' s repeated success in
handl i ng Musl i ns who performthe haj, had asked Tabung Haji to help
organi se the first-ever international conference so that others could
learn a thing or two.

"There is plenty to be | earned of the Mal aysi an experi ence by ot her
Islami c countries. O hers can adapt and see whi ch aspect of their
organi sationis suitable for their own experience," said Saudi Arabia's
M nister of Haj, Dr lyad Areen Madani a few days ago.

He shoul d know. After all, Mecca hosts nore than two mllion Mislins
every year during the haj season, and this is by no neans an easy
assignnent. Atotal of 51 nations at the three-day conference will be able
to voice opinions on what is essential toapilgrim

Among the Haj M nisters attending are those fromlindia, Iran, Al geria,
Syria, Oran, Yenen, Turkey, Sri Lanka, Mali, Jordan, Senegal, Bahrain,

Chi na, Ghana and Kosovo.

Tabung Haji, set up in Novenber 1962, is hel ping out with the I ogistics
and provi des the technical support for its success.

Royal Prof Ungku Aziz, the man responsible for the establishnment of what
was then known as the Pil gri mage and Fund Board, nust be very happy that
hi s i dea has won i nternational acclai mand acceptance. Ungku Azi z, now 78,
is a forner Vice-Chancellor of Universiti Ml aya.

The Saudi Haj Mnister saidinaninterviewearlier this week: "The
gathering of Haj M nisters here is not neant to pronote Saudi Arabia's
efforts in dealing with sone two million pilgrins to Mecca each year but
to exchange i deas on howto overcone obstacl es towards a snoot her
performance of the haj."

It is understood that the Ml aysi an experience i n organi sing the
pi |l gri mage annual |y has pronpted t he Saudi Government to work w th Tabung
Haji. Every year, Malaysian pilgrins are sufficiently coached in haj
routines, provided with excell ent |ogistical support to and fro, and well
cared for when in the holy | and.

No ot her country provi des such a conprehensive programre for their
citizens when performng the haj.

More than providing a service, Tabung Haji, by and | arge, has gone about
discharging its duties to the pilgrins in a manner that i s now about to be
ermul at ed by ot hers.

Per haps, others who are considering setting up their own foundation or
board for a simlar purpose shoul d pay sonme attention to Ungku Azi z's
comrents. He said the role of Tabung Haji is not nerely of a trust fund
responsi bl e for handling pilgrinmge matters but al so as a catal yst and



i ncentive for Muslins to save.

The Fund now has 3.7 nillion depositors with savings totalling RvBO
billion. Indeed, pilgrimnms fromMl aysia can nowperformtheir haj with
much nore confidence and confort than their counterparts el sewhere. |sna
may not acknow edge Mal aysia's success in this area, and woul d per haps
rat her chanpi on personal causes.

As for Tabung Haji, helping to organise the first-ever haj conference
shoul d not encourage it torest onits laurels. There are shortcom ngs
that need to be addressed, and the faster this is done the better.

It should attenpt to neet as many depositors as possi bl e, and perhaps
conduct a survey to find out what kind of inprovenent needs to be
i ntroduced.

Mal aysi a shoul d be proud to have been pi cked to organi se the conference
and share its experiences and experti se.

It may not be able to win everyone over with its nunerous successful
Islam c ventures and i nitiatives, but being recogni sed as a conpet ent haj
organi ser i s nost satisfying indeed.
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