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Mahat hi r - Muhammad
MUHAMVAD TAI B CAN ATTEND UVMNO SUPREME COUNCI L MEETI NG

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 17 (Bernama) -- Former Sel angor Menteri Besar
Sel angor Tan Sri Mihammad Haji Miuhamad Taib, who is on |eave fromhis
duties as Umo vice-president, is now allowed to attend the Umo suprene
counci| neetings, Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad said today.

"He can take his place as vice-president at the suprenme counci
meetings," the prine mnister, who is also the Umo president, said after
chairing the council neeting, here.

Asked why Muihammad was only allowed to do so now when his court cases
had been di sposed of |ong ago, Dr Mahathir said Mihanmad had appeal ed to
t he suprene council.

"He nade an appeal and we considered the appeal and we had no reason
(not to allow it) because he had been acquitted,” he said.

Muhamrad, 53, resigned as Sel angor nenteri besar in April 1997 after he
was charged in a Brisbane airport in Australia with failure to declare cash
in various currencies anounting to RVM2.7 million in [ate 1996 and was | ater
allowed to go on |leave fromhis duties as Umo vice-president.

He was acquitted of the currency charges by a Brisbane court in My
1998.

He was | ater acquitted by the High Court here of failing to declare his
and his famly's assets and on April 10 |ast year, the attorney-genera
deci ded not to proceed with the appeal against his acquittal

Last year the suprenme council disallowed Mihamad, who has been Umo
vi ce-president since 1993, fromcontesting in the elections at the branch
and divisional |evels because the court case was still pending.

Dr Mahathir also said that the decision to accept Mihanmad was mnade
because he had not committed any offence against the party while on | eave.

Earlier, Muhammad had indicated his intention to defend his
vice-president's post in the party elections in Muy.
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