16/ 05/ 2000

Muhyi ddi n prepared to help find solutions to Umo probl ens

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Acknow edgi ng that Johor Umo was facing "problens"”,
new y-el ected vi ce-president Tan Sri Mihyi ddi n Yassin today extended an
olive branch by saying he was willing to "play his part” in helping find
sol uti ons.

Muhyi ddi n, who i s Pagoh Umo division head, scored a surprise win for a
spot in the vice-presidency in the just concluded general assenbly.

He defeated six other candidates, including Johor Umo chief and Menteri
Besar Dat uk Abdul Ghani Ot hnman and State party deputy chief Datuk Seri
Syed Hami d Al bar.

Muhyi ddi n, who is al so Donestic Trade and Consuner Affairs Mnister,
suggested that veteran Umo | eaders from Johor be asked to initiate a
round-tabl e di scussi on on how to solve the problens in the State.

"I amwilling to invite ny colleagues from Umo Johor to discuss our
probl ens sincerely and openly," he said after neeting 40 representatives
from17 Umo Cl ubs worl dwi de.

He was asked on the inplications of his victory on Umo's unity in
Johor, the State which fielded three candi dates for the vice-presidency.

"l don't want to hide the fact that there are problens (in Johor Unmo)
based on the election results," he said.

"But we can't afford to see friction in the Johor Umo due to the
presence of different factions which represent either Ghani, Syed Hamid or

mysel f."

Muhyi ddi n said he hoped the mandate given to himas a vice-president
woul d "spark off" a willingness anpbng all in Johor Umo to strive for
unity.

"I amready to play ny part and so it is up to ny coll eagues in Johor
Umo to undertake foll ow up neasures, be they division heads or ordinary
nmenber s.

"Hopefully, we can settle our outstanding problens once and for all."

Asked on who shoul d | ead the nove, Mihyiddin said: "Anyone can do it, as
long as we are prepared to sit down and thrash out our probl ens.

"After all, Ghani is my close friend; we used to ride bicycles together,
so | don't think this problemis so big that Johor people cannot solve it
anong t hensel ves. "

On his neeting with Umo O ub menbers, Mihyiddin said many such neetings
were under way to reach out to Umo's target groups.

He said party president and Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad had i nstructed party | eaders and al so Cabinet M nisters to have
nore neetings with | ocal undergraduates overseas.
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