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Muhyi ddin to meet PMtoday

Sharif Haron; Patrick Sennyah

KUALA LUVMPUR, Tues. - Forner Umo vice-president Tan Sri Mihyi ddi n Yassin
will nmeet Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mbhanmad tonorrow to
explain his allegation that certain people were trying to prevent
divisions fromnom nating himand a few others to contest for the vice-
presidency in the May party el ections.

He said he would explain to the party president the evidence he had to
back his allegation and why he could not furnish it to the suprene
counci | .

"I will explain that giving the evidence to the supreme council may

j eopardi se those who gave it to ne in the first place," he said.

Dr Mahat hir yesterday advi sed Muhyiddin to refer any attenpt to bl ock
the nonminations of certain aspirants for the Umo el ections to the suprene
council, with evidence, so that proper action could be taken.

Muhyi ddi n, on Sunday, said 18 of 20 divisions in Johor had been
instructed by certain people not to noninate himfor the third hi ghest
post .

Asked why he did not refer it to the suprene council, he said it was
better for himto neet the party president first, especially since he
(Muhyi ddi n) was no | onger a suprene council nenber.

"I made the statenment because | felt such things should not happen.

We want to ensure that any process in the party is purely denocratic.
"The peopl e who gave nme the information had asked ne to keep it
confidential and that is why | cannot openly disclose it. There is
definitely proof and I will discuss it with the Prine Mnister," he said.
He al so said he did not wish to withdraw fromcontesting the post of

Vi ce- presi dent despite having received only three nom nations so far.
"There are still many divisions which are yet to nake their nom nations
and it is still early to draw concl usions," he added.

Si nce divisional nmeetings began early this nonth, slightly nore than a
quarter of 165 divisions have held their annual del egates neetings where
nom nati ons of candi dates are nade.

Al'l divisions are scheduled to conplete their neetings by end of this
mont h, except for the 11 divisions in Pahang which may shelve themto
focus on the April 1 Sanggang by-el ecti on.

Muhyi ddi n, who is Donestic Trade and Consumer Affairs Mnister, did not
dism ss the possibility of "some kind of barter-trade" practices anong the
Menteris Besar and Chief Mnisters in ensuring their nom nations.

He said the barter-trade systemwas worryi ng candi dates, who were not
Menteris Besar or Chief Mnisters, especially those vying for the vice-
pr esi dency.

"My worries are equally shared by ny col |l eagues since those who have
positions (State Umo Liaison chairnen) in the party can ensure that
certain candi dates are noninated," he said.

To date, four Menteris Besar and Chief Mnisters are anpong the nine
aspirants for the vice-president post.

They are Datuk Abdul Ghani O hman (Johor), Datuk Abu Hassan Qmar

(Sel angor), Tan Sri Mhd | sa Abdul Samad (Negri Senbil an) and Datuk Seri
Csu Sukam ( Sabah).

Muhyi ddi n said the present systemof attaining a certain nunber of

noni nati ons before contesting party posts should be re-exam ned to give
t hose capabl e a chance to contest.



In Johor Baru, four Umo division heads, at a joint Press conference
today, said there was no truth in the allegation that Johor Ummo divisions
had been directed to nomi nate Abdul Ghani only for the vice-presidency.
The four are Adam Abdul Hamid (Senai), Datuk Mazl an Abu (Bakri), O hman
Jai s (Segamat) and Baharom Abdul Ghani (CGel ang Pat ah).
Adam said if not for other conmtnments nore division heads woul d have
been present at the Press conference.
"I feel sad because there should not be such claim(by Mihyiddin). The
reality in politics is that we nust accept the decision of the nenbers.
"W in Johor are in a dil emma because we have three aspirants for vice-
president. If we pronote all three, they will all lose. The reality is
that we need support fromother States too.
"W feel responsible about comng up with our statenents today because
the i ssue has been publicised and the Prinme M nister has al so commented. "
Mazl an sai d del egates to divisional neetings were mature, and knew how
to assess and choose their | eaders.
"Those fromother States can al so | ead Umo. W are tal ki ng about Unmo,
not Johor | eadership," he added.
Baharom sai d del egates to CGel ang Patah divisional neeting on March 19
woul d have the freedomto nom nate whoever they like for all party posts.
"W will do a secret balloting. W did not get any directive to bl ock
any proposal ," he added.
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