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Muslinms can live with the West

Ram an Sai d

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - The United States and its allies, including the
Western nedia, must learn to distinguish between progressive |Islamand the
narrow mlitant political formof the religion.

Institute of Islam c Understanding Malaysia (l1kim director-genera
Datuk Dr Ismail Ibrahimsaid there was a need to display nore sensitivity
i n distinguishing between Islamand terrorism

He said Muslins and the West could |ive together in peaceful and
producti ve co- exi st ence.

Vi ol ence against civilians violated the teachings of the religion, he
said, arguing that response against terrorismneed not only be mlitary
but also attack its root causes.

"The medi a nust be able to distinguish another picture of Islam- a true
and progressive image of the religion fromcountries which had practised
the true teachings of Islam" he said in his paper titled "The
di sinformati on of Islam The shaping of the dark inages of Islamand
Muslinms in the nedia".

The paper was presented at an international semi nar and di al ogue t hened
"Enhanci ng the understandi ng of |Islamand the nedi a" organised by Ikim It
was opened yesterday by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad

Ismail said countries practising the true teachings of |slamshared many
common traits with the West. Anobng these were practising the universa
val ue of peaceful and productive co-exi stence anpbng the different races;
fighting agai nst any form of discrimnations, aggression and injustice
internally or internationally; subscribing to the rule of law, human
ri ghts and denocracy; subscribing to sustainabl e devel opnent; and
chanpi oning the world systemof free trade.

Ismail said that disinformation about Islamby the Western nedia had
been conti nuous.

The US and its allies needed to show political will stop this. They
were mstakenly trying to replace conmunismw th Islamsmas a paralle
i deol ogy and sequenti al eneny.

"Besides political will, we also need a nore caring, responsible and
enlightened media in the West. W al so need Muslins to cone to ternms and
reach solutions on the fundanental issue of how they should interact with
the West."

As for the Muslins, Ismail felt they had to play their role.

They must instil confidence anong thenselves that it was not a sin to
work together with the West on matters of comon interest, strategic
i mportance and nut ual benefit.

"They must facilitate and provi de mechani sns to debunk the thesis of
"political Islam which pronotes conflict and antagoni sm between
civilisations and groups of peoples of different beliefs."

I smail said Muslins nust also cone to terns with the chall enges of
practical nodern life and at the sanme tinme renai n good Mislins.

"They have to engage constructively with other civilisations with
dignity and purpose."

Ismail said ties between the Western and Islamic countries did not
revol ve only on economnic and geopolitical issues.

He said thousands of scientists and experts from Muslimcountries were
working in various fields in the Silicon Valley, Nasa, fanmous nedi cal and
pharnmaceutical | aboratories, biotech | aboratories and universities in the



US and Western countries.

Muslimminorities were visible in the US, Britain and other Western
countri es.

He admtted that there had been distrust and m sunderstandi ng bet ween
the minority and greater cultures of the host countries, occasionally
based on real conflicts of interest or world views.

More often these stemmed from sinpl e i gnorance, he added.

However, the "us" and "them nentality segregating |Islamand other
religions in the Western nedi a was facing a strong chal | enge.
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