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"Muslinms in dire need of guidance

ati Hayatudin; Saj ahan Waheed

PRI VE M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad sai d yesterday Miuslins were
indire need of guidance as many have | ost their way and t herefore, want
toreturn to the right path.

He said the ummah were confused by the nyriad interpretati ons on |Islam
and thus were unabl e to derive fromthe great religion the essence that
woul d make themtrue foll owers and a great peopl e once again.

Addr essing nmore than 150 del egates from51 Muslimcountries at the
| aunch of the first International Conference on Haj Cuidance in Sri
Kenbangan, near Kual a Lunpur, he said, the Musli mumrah had over the years
and centuries becone divided into so many sects and nati ons which quite
often were at odds with each other, even at war with each ot her.

"They seenmingly feel no |l onger as brothers. They seemto have rejected a
cardinal principle of Islamthat they are really one, the umrah."

Fighting and killing by Muslinms of other Muslins was forbidden anywhere
and at anytine. But quite clearly Miuslins were blatantly ignoring the
i njunction, he added.

Dr Mahat hir said Muslinms were fighting and killing Miuslinms everywhere to
the extent that they sonmetines condemmed their Muslimenen es as being
kafir (infidel), non-Mislins or apostates in order to justify their
killing of fellow Mislins.

"Sonetines they just did not bother to do even this. They just regard
their enem es as enenmies in spite of their being fell ow Musli ns.

"In a way, we can say that many Muslinms have reverted to the pre-Islanic
days of ignorance, the age of the Jahiliah, when Arab tribes held their
tribe as the sole object of their loyalty."

He said that they would side with their tribe even if what their tribe
di d was wrong.

Today it was their nation or even their political parties that they
fanatically uphold and fight for and kill other Mislins, he said, adding
intheir eyes, their nation and their political parties and groups coul d
do no wong even when they ignore the clear injunctions of |slam

The Prime Mnister said they even side with non-Muslins in order to
ensure their Muslimenem es were def eated, subjugated and oppressed.

"They care not for Mislimbrotherhood. |Indeed, when they i nvoke the
brotherhood of Islam it isonly tojustify their assault agai nst ot her
Muslims. The sufferings of other Muslins nean nothing to them"

He said if fellow Mislins were oppressed and even nassacred, they woul d
not hel p because they were too preoccupied with their own quarrels while
fighting anong t hensel ves.

"Yet the Al-Quran and the Hadith tells us about how the Prophet Muhanmad
SAWbani shed t he narrow and fanatical |oyalties of the Arab tribes, in
particul ar the Meccan refugees and the peopl e of Madi nah through the
uni fyi ng teachings of Islamand set up the first Muslimstate of tribes."

Dr Mahat hir said the united Muslins then defeated their Khurai sh enenies
until eventually the whol e Arabi an Peni nsul a and nore were united for the
first tine.

He said the comunity of the Muslins |ater grew far bigger then the sum
total of Arabs and they went on to achieve glory for Allah for 13
centuries.

"There was no talk then that the world belonged to the infidels, the
kafir, and that for the Muslims, Allah has prepared for themheaven in the



hereafter. They, therefore, should not seek to widen their territories nor
strive to increase the nunber of Mislins."

He said that Muslins of the Gol den Age of Islamnust have been tol erant
because they were ready to study the works of the anci ent schol ars,

i ncl udi ng the Greek phil osophers, in order to add to their know edge and
to apply them

"But we know that today we Muslins are | ess tolerant. We regard only the
study of religion and its practices, the enhancenment of religious rituals
not originally prescribed as the only thing that shoul d be i ncunbent upon
us. Anything else carries no nerit and shoul d not occupy our tinme."

The Prime M nister said religion was about rituals, to be observed in
order to get merit in the afterlife.

He said Muslins could not determ ne t he exact date when they becane | ess
tol erant and reject what the comunity clains to be un-1slam c and not
religious.

Sone even go as far as to describe everything that was not directly
concerned with the knowl edge of Islamand the Islanmic rituals as being
secul ar and shoul d be rejected, he added.

"But the decline of the Muslins nmust coincide with this date of
rejection. W say it does not nmatter because we are destined for heaven
whi | e those who are successful inthis world would end up in hell.

"But do we know for certain that we are wi thout sin and are destined for
heaven?" he asked.

Dr Mahathir said the Quran had enjoi ned upon the Miuslins to ensure the
safety of thensel ves as Muslins by being prepared with all the worldly
needs to defend thenselves and to frighten their enem es.

"It is quite obvious that we have not heeded this injunction. As a
result, the Muslins all over the world are oppressed,"” he said, adding
many had been forced to emigrate to non-Mislimcountries.

He said Muslins shoul d not be too conpl acent about their place in the
akhirat (afterlife).

"W say proudly that Islamis no ordinary faith. It is away of life. It
is the way of life that the Muslinms nmust practise limted entirely to
preparing for the akhirat through the performance of rituals and esoteric
prayers while neglecting the well-being of the ummah conpletely, while
letting Muslinms to be oppressed, while quarrelling and fighting each
ot her," he said.

Dr Mahathir said he did not believe that the Islam c way of |ife was
limted to the performance of compul sory rituals and acqui sition of
religi ous know edge which gains merit for oneself only.

According to him the Islamc way of |ife was the way that woul d ensure
that Muslins and I sl amwere hi ghly regarded and respected and that their
countries were not oppressed.

It al so meant MuslimGovernments which were skilled in admnistration
and were able to provide the necessities of life.

Besi des, they could govern wisely and with justice; that Muslins were
al so forenpst inthe field of worldly know edge and skills; they were able
to exploit the resources Al ah had given them that they were benignly
rich and consi derate of the poor and the miserabl e, whether Miuslins or
non- Musl i ms; they were the epitone of all that was virtuous and honourabl e
in the hunman race.

He said there was a viewthat the religious rituals they performwere
nere expressions of the faith and carried no guidance for the life of
Muslinms while it was enough to performthemand to gain nerit.

"There is nothing else to be learnt fromthe rituals that we perform
But others believe that these rituals have sonething nore to teach us, so
we nay be better Muslins.”



Inthis respect, Dr Mahathir said the haj cannot be just a ritual which
Musl i ms performbecause they were enjoined to performso that they may
gain for the next world.

"The haj nust surely be nore than that. There nust be nore | essons from
the haj for us Muslins. There nust be some significance in what we do and
i n our expression of total submissionto Allah."

Dr Mahathir said the haj engendered a sense of oneness anong t he Ummah
as brothers in Islam

( END)



	`Muslims in dire need of guidance' (NST 01/10/2000)

