16/ 06/ 2000

Muslims urged to ermul ate the high norals and virtues of the Prophet

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - The Yang di-Pertuan Agong Sul tan Sal ahuddi n Abdu
Azi z Shah today urged Muslins to enul ate Prophet Muhammad in pronoting
good norals and virtues in all aspects of life.

Thi s woul d hel p them becorme successful, respected and united, he said.

Good norals are an inportant element with strong influence on
civilisation.

"In Islam the neaning of good norals covers all aspects of our lives
enconpassi ng the comunity, economc activity, relationship between races
and nations, even during wars.

"Good norals are called for to guide and i nfluence the behavi our of
Muslinms," he said in his address at the national-1evel Muulidur Rasu
celebrations at StadiumPutra in Bukit Jalil.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad, Deputy Prinme M nister
Dat uk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi and Cabi net M nisters were al so present.

The King said courtesy and good conduct in rel ationshi ps anong nanki nd
was as inportant as the relationship between manki nd and God.

"I'slam forbids any action that gives rise to disunity anong Muslins. In
busi ness transactions, for exanple, courtesy and good conduct are
demanded.

"It requires certain rules and if practised, will strengthen the
relati onship anong the ummah and spur the economnic progress of Mislins.

"Such is the universal nature of |Islam The good manners introduced
shoul d be observed and practi sed by everyone. The noral principles nust be
adhered to in all aspects of our life."

However, the King said mankind often remained indifferent to the | aws of
God.

When these rules are not adhered to, calamty and m sfortune occur
i ncl udi ng econoni ¢ depression, environnmental pollution, social problens
and di sunity anong t he peopl e.

"These are caused by the indifferent attitude and greed of mankind."

The King said the Maulidur Rasul celebration provided nmany | essons and
gui dance as it rem nded Muslinms of the struggle of Prophet Mihammad in
propagati ng Islam

The Prophet bore heavy responsibility to exhort man to practise a good,
civilised, progressive and peaceful way of |ife according to the true
teachi ngs of |slam

"Because of the Prophet, we are now professing Islamas our religion and
we practise his noble teachings which bring peace and prosperity to our
lives inthis world and the hereafter."

More than 20, 000 peopl e, nbst of whomrepresented gover nnent
departnents, agencies, statutory bodies, associations and the private
sector, took part in the procession over a two-kilonmetre stretch to the
i ndoor stadi um

The crowd was |later treated to an hour-long play with a chorus
conprising students portraying the hardshi ps faced by Muslins before the
gl ori ous years of Islam
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