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KUALA LUMPUR, April 24 (Bernama) -- Malaysia' s rich bio-diversity and
the traditional use of plants and herbs as nedicine by different cultures
provi de opportunities for identifying useful bio-active conpound in plant
and ani mal species, said a bio-technol ogy expert today.

Dr Robert K. Lee, a Malaysian who is currently a director at the Health
Sci ences and Technol ogy Division in the Harvard Uni versity-Massachusetts
Institute Technol ogy, said these opportunities mght be realised by

estabilishing a chem cal library and dat abase to docunent and house usef ul
i ndi genous species or their extracts.
"The devel opment of the chemical |ibrary and database nay be

facilitated by the contributions of Ml aysian scientists, by collaboration
bet ween Mal aysi an universities, international universities, research
centres and the bio-pharnmaceutical industry," he said.

Speaki ng on the subject of "Investnent Cpportunities in Agriculture
Bi ot echnol ogy" at a sem nar in Seri Kenbangan near here, Dr Lee said that
Mal aysia is one of the world hotspots of biodiversity with its 12,000
flowering plant species that are thought to have nedi ci nal purposes.

However, only 100 speci es have been systematically eval uated for
medi ci nal properties, he added.

"The potential econom c value of natural resources might well be
real i sed by discovering novel, non-obvious uses for medicinal plants, or by
di scovering new net hods for isolating bio-active chemi cals.

"Intell ectual property generated by such di scoveries can be the basis
for the further devel opnent of the pharmaceutical and bi ot echnol ogy
i ndustries in Malaysia," said Dr Lee.

He sai d that biotechnol ogy has increasingly become a dynam c heal t hcare
factor during the last two or three years.

He pointed out that the Mbrgan Stanl ey Dean Wtter genom cs index
gai ned 345 percent and 362 percent over the |last six and two nonths,
respectively conmpared with the American Stock Exchange drug i ndex which
gai ned on three percent and five percent during the same peri ods.

"A maj or reason for the growh of the genoni cs-biotechnol ogy sector is
its increasingly relevance for the pharmaceutical discovery,” he added.

The one-day sem nar themed "l nvestnent Qpportunities in the Agriculture
Sector” organi sed by the Agriculture Mnistry, was officiated by Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mbhanmad today. -- BERNANVA
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