06/ 11/ 2000
MYC starts its signature drive

Ahmad Suffian

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - The Mal aysi an Youth Council will send the signatures
of angry Mal aysi ans to the seven Ameri can Congressnmen who are denandi ng a
retrial for fornmer Deputy Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim

MYC presi dent Sai fuddi n Abdul | ah said t he si gnatures woul d be gat hered
by its 37 youth affiliates and 110 district youth clubs over a two-week
peri od begi nning today.

"It is inportant that the "silent majority" be given an avenue to
express their feelings towards the interventionintothe country's affairs
by the congressnen.

"The signatures will reflect the dissatisfaction of Mal aysi ans over
their recent action," he said after | aunching the si gnature canpai gn at
the Mall today.

Sai fuddin said the silent majority had up to now kept their feelings and
thoughts to thensel ves.

"However, the unwarranted actions of a fewdisgruntled Mal aysi ans who
had been very vocal in expressing their dissatisfaction through
denonstrati ons had apparently nmisled foreigners into believing that all
Mal aysi ans are agai nst the Governnent."

To correct this wong perception, he said, the MYC woul d send t he
signatures gathered in the country to t he congressnen.

"These signatures of ordi nary Mal aysians will al so showthe congressnen
that the canmpaign is not politically-motivated."

Sai f uddi n added t hat the canpai gn woul d al so instill an awareness anong
Mal aysi an yout hs of the negative consequences of belittling and
criticising the country's | eaders and its admi ni stration.

"I'f they wish to express their feelings, they should doit in a proper
way .
"If they are not careful, their actionwill bring political instability
and economic difficulties to the country."

The seven congressnen who filed a petition in the US House of
Represent ati ves demandi ng t he freedomor retrial of Anwar are Chris Smith
of New Jersey, Ileana Ros-Lehtinen of Florida, TomLantos, Dana
Rohr abacher and Ed Royce of California, Neil Aberconbie of Hawaii and
Robert Wexler of Florida.

The resol uti on demanded t hat Anwar be given "due process” of |aw.

They were t he sane congressnen who had filed a resolution in 1998 for
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad to step down.

It is believed that the filing of the resolutionis part of a series of
pl anned efforts to di scredit the Mal aysi an Gover nnent and cause Mal aysi a
to be ostracised by the world.

Anwar's supporters recently reveal ed t hey had engaged Janus Merritt
Strategies (JMA), a public affairs and governnment rel ations firmuwhich
speci alises inpositioningconplicated scientific, econonic, political and
often enotional issues "for effective resolution on behalf of its
clients."”

On Friday, Dr Mahathir said the US congressnmen were ignorant of
Mal aysi an | aw and that the Prime M nister had no power to order aretrial
or dism ssal of the charges agai nst Anwar.

"The rule of law doesn't pernmit the Prine Mnister to order aretrial.
If Anwar's supporters want one, they should | ook at |aw and see when it is
permtted."
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