04 JAN 2000

NO- CONTEST PROPCSAL CAN STRENGTHEN PARTY UNITY, SAYS | SA

PORT DI CKSON, Jan 4 (Bernama) -- Negeri Senbilan Menteri Besar Tan Sri
Mohamed | sa Abdul Samad said the Supreme Council's stand that there be no
contest for the top two posts in Umo is ained at strengthening the party.

The Suprenme Council's stand did not nmean that Umo did not practise
denocracy because party nenbers should place party unity above everything
el se, he said.

Yest erday, the Supreme Council proposed that Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad be re-nom nated for the party presidency and Deputy Prime Mnister
Dat uk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi be nomi nated for the deputy presidency,
and that there should be no other nonminations for these two posts.

The party woul d not | ose although sonme quarters nmight not be happy wth
the proposal, he told reporters after presenting Hari Raya aid to the poor
and el derly at Kanpung Sungai Raya and Kanmpung Bukit Tenbok in Pasir
Panj ang, near here.

Isa said a contest for the top two posts might cause rifts which would
take tinme to nend.
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