24/ 11/ 2000
Nahdatul U ama's Sal ahuddi n deni es endorsi ng Keadi | an website |l etter

Abdul Razak Ahmad

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - A leader of Indonesia's nost influential Islanmc
organi sati on today deni ed signing an open letter to Prime M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad aski ng that all charges agai nst Dat uk Seri Anwar
| brahi m be dropped.

The vice-chairman of the 40-million strong Nahdatul U ama (NU),

Sal ahuddi n Wahi d, sai d he sought clarification fromNU s secretary-general
Muhyi ddi n Arudusman after being informed about the letter.

"H's answer tonme was No'... NUfeels that this is an internal problem
of Malaysia, so it's none of our business," he told reporters on the
si del i nes of the national sem nar on I slani c Devel opment and t he Threat of
Devi ant Teachi ngs, at Seri Kenbangan, near here.

Sal ahuddi n i s the younger brother of Abdurrahman Wahi d, who headed NU
bef or e becomn ng | ndonesi an Presi dent.

The open letter, addressed to Dr Mahathir, was posted on Keadil an
Youth's website (http://penudakeadil an.tripod. coni kenysurat terbuka. htm.
Si gned by 33 Islanmic and soci al organi sations, the letter called on Dr

Mahathir to free Anwar fromall charges.

This is the second tinme in recent nonths that Sal ahuddi n has deni ed
supporting Anwar.

I n Septenber, Sal ahuddin, during a one-day visit to Mal aysia where he
made a courtesy call on Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Badawi
in Kual a Lunmpur, reportedly issued a "strong denial" that NU was
supporting Anwar's cause.

Dr Mahat hir, who opened the seninar, advised Muslins not to profess
blind devotion for certain religious | eaders.

The actions and advi ce of these religious | eaders were clearly not in
the Quran and accepted hadith.

"When this happens, Muslins will be split and our religion will suffer.

Dr Mahathir said it was inportant that Muslins in Mal aysia know howto
det ect such teachings.

( END)



	Nahdatul Ulama's Salahuddin denies endorsing Keadilan website letter (NST 24/11/2000)

