16/ 06/ 2000

Nati on cel ebrat es Prophet's birthday

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - The Yang di-Pertuan Agong Sul tan Sal ahuddi n Abdu
Azi z Shah and Raj a Permai suri Agong Tuanku Siti Ai shah today | ed nore than
20,000 Muslins in celebrating the birthday of Prophet Mihammad.

Held at Stadium Putra in Bukit Jalil, the celebration started at 8am
with a procession by groups representing governnment departnents, agencies,
statutory bodi es, schoolchildren and the private sector.

Anong those present were Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhanmad
and his wife Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali, and Deputy Prime M nister
Dat uk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnmad Badawi and his wife Datin Seri Endon Mahnood.

This year's celebration, thenmed Gratitude Sign of Strong Faith, also
featured a theatrical performance on the |life and death of Prophet
Muhammad by the Kual a Lunpur Cityhall Cultural Troupe, Kunpulan Tunas
Budaya, Sungai Besi Royal MIlitary Coll ege and nasyid groups fromloca
school s.

At the function, the King presented the "Maulidur Rasul 1421 Hijeriah
Award" to 11 people for their contributions towards the prosperity and
wel | -being of Muslins in the country.

In Kelantan, State Umo infornmation chief Datuk Miustapa Mhaned | ed a
processi on of nore than 1,000 people fromthe Bukit Bunga Shoppi ng arcade
to the Jeli Umo conpl ex at Bukit Nangka.

Representatives fromgovernment agencies in Jeli including the Kel antan
Sout h Devel oprment Authority (Kesedar) and Kemas al so participated in the
pr ocessi on.

I n Kota Ki nabal u, about 2,000 Muslinms representing sonme 80 associ ations
and organi sations gathered at the Padang Merdeka at 7amto cel ebrate
Maul i dur Rasul

The Yang di-Pertua Negeri, Tun Sakaran Dandai said Muslinms in Ml aysia
shoul d be thankful as they were able to carry out their religious duties
wi t hout fear.

In Mal acca, Chief Mnister Datuk Wra Mohd Ali Mohd Rustam joi ned 5, 500
Muslims in a procession to mark the cel ebration which started at the Kubu
St adi um

They | ater wal ked about 3.3kmto the State Al -Azi m Mosque.

Mohd Al'i said all parties such as conmmunity | eaders, religious schol ars,
heads of departnents, teachers and parents should be nore consistent in
efforts to enhance the i mage of 1slam

In Kuantan, Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Adnan Yaakob joi ned about 1, 000
Muslins at the State-level Prophet Muhanmad' birthday cel ebrations at the
Convention Hall.

The Sultan of Pahang, in his speech read by Adnan, urged | eaders and
know edgeabl e people to identify ways to elimnate confusion on |slam
which had resulted in a friction anong the ummah

In Kual a Terengganu, the Sultan of Terengganu urged Muslins to
strengthen their faith and enul ate the good val ues portrayed by the
Pr ophet .

He said Muslins nowadays were faced with several problens including
disunity, shallow know edge, noral decay, and poverty.
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