12/ 07/ 2000

"Nation will remain stable wthout ne'

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad said he i s confident
Mal aysia will remain stabl e and continue to devel op without himat the
hel mbecause the Governnent is putting in place the necessary | eadership.

"I think, we have put in place the necessary | eadership at the various
branches to ensure that the devel opnment of the country is stable," he
said, reacting to a report suggesting instability in Malaysia inthe post-
Mahat hir era.

He was asked about a Far Eastern Econom c Revi ew (FEER) report quoting
the US Central Intelligence Agency (ClA) as forecastinginstability in
Mal aysi a after Mahathir's departure.

"I think that is what they are expecting, what they would |ike. Any
country that is stable, they will try to destabilise,"” Dr Mahathir told
newsnen after |aunching the two-day Mal aysian Structural Steel Convention
and Exhi bition in Kuala Lunpur yesterday.

Dr Mahat hir sai d when people start to fight and kill each other, these
foreign forecasters will say "the | eadership of the country does not know
how to run the country".

According to the FEER, the US Government wants to nake sure it is not
hit with any big surprises in Mal aysi a when the 74-year old Dr Mahathir
eventual ly | eaves offi ce.

On June 22, the Anerican intelligence community organi sed a conference
in Washington entitled, "Prospect for a Post-Mhathir Ml aysia", attended
by officials fromthe Cl A and the departnents of State and Def ence.

The speakers incl uded academ ci ans, econoni sts and fornmer Anerican
di pl omats and journalists in Ml aysia.

They concl uded t hat Mal aysi a coul d face facing political uncertainty and
infighting in Umo, the ruling political party.

The panelists al so predicted new economic turmoil in three to five years
because of grow ng fiscal debt, brought on by the country'ss rescue of
troubl ed conpani es and t he m ni mal restructuring of the econony in the
wake of the 1997 financial crisis.

The group al so concluded that the political career of inprisoned fornmer
Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi mwas not necessarily
finished as he will be pardoned by the Yang di-Pertuan Agong and
reinstated as an Umo nemnber.

To this, Dr Mahathir chided that the "panelists may know sonet hi ng that
he (Dr Mahathir) does not".

( END)
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